Faculty of Economic Sciences, Commerce and Management Sciences

Deprt. of Management                                                  Module: English

Level: First year master HRM                                      academic year: 2019/2020

Groups: 3, 4                                                                                                                 

Lecture: 04 
Relative clauses
A clause is a part of the sentence. It gives essential information to define or identify the person or thing we are talking about, for example:
· The woman - she lives next door - is a doctor.


· The woman who lives next door is a doctor.

In this sentence, it is clear that there are many women who work as doctors, but the speaker is only talking about the one living next door. The defining relative clause gives us that information. If the defining relative clause were removed from the sentence, the sentence would still be grammatically correct, but its meaning would have changed significantly.

· ‘Who’ is used in a relative clause when we are talking about people:

· An architect is someone who designs buildings.

· What was the name of the person who phoned?

· You can use ‘That’ instead for who ( for people):
· Anyone that wants to apply for the job must do so by Friday.

· The girl that was injured in the accident is now in hospital.
· ‘That’ is used when we are talking about things. However, it can be used for people too:
· I don’t like stories that have unhappy endings.
· Grace works for a company that makes furniture.
· Do you know anyone who speaks Italian?
· ‘which’ is used in a relative clause when we are talking about things:
· We stayed at the hotel which you recommended.
· The restaurant which opened recently is good.
2 different types of clauses can be identified:
· First type is the clause that identifies the person or thing the speaker is talking about like in the above examples.

· Second type is about the relative clauses that give extra information about the thing or person:

· My brother Ben, who lives in Hong Kong, is an artist.

· Anna told me about her new job, which she is enjoying a lot.

Note that with first type, we do not use commas (,). Yet, with the second type we have to use commas with the clauses (since it provides extra information).

Exercise: make one sentence from two using: which, that, who:

1- A waitress served us. She was impolite and impatient.

2- A building was destroyed in the fire. It has new been built.

3- Some people were arrested. They have now been released.

4- A bus goes to the airport. It runs every half an hour.

