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Clauses: Definition, Types & Examples
Clause A major unit of grammar, defined formally by the elements it may contain: subject (S), verb phrase (V), object (O), complement (C) and adverbial (A). All five elements of the clause are illustrated in:
S |     A |        V |      O |                   C
We always found the teachers very helpful.
The verb phrase is the most central and crucial element of a clause, so it is helpful to identify a clause by first identifying its main verb. A clause “a group of words containing a subject and predicate and functioning as a member of a complex or compound sentence. ” – Merriam-Webster
Example: 
· I graduated last year. (One clause sentence) 
· When I came here, I saw him. (Two clause sentence)
· When I came here, I saw him, and he greeted me. (Three clause sentence)
As the above example shows, a clause can be capable of standing alone as a complete sentence. Such clauses, called independent clauses, are distinct from dependent clauses, which generally cannot stand alone as a complete sentence and are marked by a signal or marker 
Types of Clause
Clauses are mainly of two types:
· Independent Clause
· Dependent Clause
A) Independent Clause
An independent clause functions on its own to make a meaningful sentence and looks much like a regular sentence.
You might've noticed that many clauses can be joined simply b adding a comma. Let's talk about some of the other ways you can connect the various types of clauses. Independent clauses can be connected in several different ways.


1. Adding a Comma and a Conjunction
One of the best ways to work with a conjunction is to include a comma. This indicates a pause, and then the conjunction can help continue your thought.
· And - She stepped into the room, twirled around once, and cartwheeled in delight.
· But - The boy wanted to go to the movies, but he had already spent his allowance.
· Or - You can start a fire with a lighter, make a wish, or you can use a charcoal chimney starter.
· Yet - The woman was late for the meeting, yet she still stopped to freshen her lipstick.
· So - The little girl wanted to please her parents, so she did everything they told her to do.
2. Using a Semicolon
Semicolons are another nice way to indicate a pause while still connecting your thoughts. Semicolons are best suited for joining two independent clauses.
· I didn't eat the last cookie; I ate the last french fry.
· That is a rose quartz; it's meant to attract love into your life.
· She picked up the old postcard; the date matched her wedding anniversary.
· Today, life begins anew; choose wisely.
· Cork is a county in Ireland; if you're lucky enough to travel there, you're lucky enough.
3. Using a Semicolon and a Conjunctive Adverb
Conjunctive Adverbs connect two independent clauses or two complete sentences. They work nicely with semicolons because they connect two complete ideas within one sentence. These adverbs help us compare and contrast items, list events, or illustrate cause and effect. Here are some examples:
· I went to the park; however, the rain dampened my mood.
· You will enjoy this book; moreover, it will change your life.
· She was invincible; nevertheless, he tried to steal her joy.
· He made the wrong move; as a result, she vowed never to see him again.
· We took a wrong turn; consequently, we lost an hour in our drive time.

B) Dependent Clause
A dependent clause cannot function on its own because it leaves an idea or thought unfinished. It is also called subordinate clause. Dependent clauses help the independent clauses complete the sentence. A dependent clause alone cannot form a complete sentence.
The subordinators do the work of connecting the dependent clause to another clause to complete the sentence. In each of the dependent clause, the first word is a subordinator. Subordinators include relative pronouns, subordinating conjunctions, and noun clause markers.
Subordinating Conjunctions
	after
	although
	as
	because

	before
	even if
	even though
	 if

	once
	provided that
	 rather than
	so that

	
	
	
	

	since
	though
	than
	that

	until
	unless
	whenever
	when

	 whereas
	where
	whether
	while







Example: 
· When I was dating Daina, I had an accident.
· I know the man who stole the watch.
· He bought a car which was too expensive.
· I know that he cannot do it.
· He does not know where he was born.
· If you don’t eat, I won’t go.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He is a very talented player though he is out of form.
