Grammar 2nd year 	lecturer : Mrs.Moussaoui

Adjective Clause
   An adjective clause, also known as a relative clause, is a type of dependent clause that works to describe a noun in a sentence. It functions as an adjective even though it is made up of a group of words instead of just one word. In the case of an adjective clause, all the words work together to modify the noun or pronoun.
1- The Structure of the Adjective Clause
 Adjective or relative clause begins either with a relative pronoun or a relative adverb, subject and a verb
· Relative pronouns can introduce adjective clauses: who, whom, whose, which
1. People whose cats shed need to vacuum often. (The clause is modifying people)
2.  this is the house that jack built. (the clause is modifying house)
3.  the book which I had not read fell on my head. (the clause is modifying book)
NB: the adjective clause modifies the noun that comes directly before it
· No relative pronoun: sometimes the relative pronoun is missing , however; the adjective clause is still there
The instrument that I love is the piano.
The instrument I love is the piano
Both sentences have the same structure ,i.e they contain adjective clauses the first sentence with a relative pronoun while the second one without it.
      The teacher I had in fifth grade really inspired me.
The teacher whom I had in fifth grade really inspired me.

               Have you seen the book I lost?
               Have you seen the book that I lost?
N.B:  you can often omit a relative pronoun, but you can't omit a relative adverb

· Relative adverbs( where, when, why ): They are called so because they modify the nouns that precede them (antecedent)
1. This park where we played.
2. Tuesday is the day when we have pizza for dinner.
3. Our teacher told us the reason why we study grammar.

2- Functions of relative pronouns
     Relative pronouns connect an adjective clause to the word the clause describes. In addition, relative pronouns function within the clause as an adjective, subject, direct object, or object of a preposition. For instance:
· Relative pronoun as an adjective:
        The boy whose book I borrowed is very hunky.
· Relative pronoun as a subject:
        The bird that is soaring in the sky is a seagull.
· Relative pronoun as a direct object:
        The book that you panned is really very good.
· Relative pronoun as the object of a preposition:
        The woman of whom you spoke is my boss.

3- The adjective clause describes a noun:  it takes the following positions

1. It describes the subject of the sentence

· Students whom I admire want to become English teachers.
The adjective clause is underlined and modifies the subject "students."
· The grade I received was a shock.
· Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

2. It describes the object of the sentence

I love sentences which extol the virtues of English teachers.

The adjective clause is underlined. It modifies the object "sentences."



Exercise: Combine two sentences together to make one sentence. Put the adjective clause after the noun that it describes. Example: The student is a very nice person. / She comes from Japan. 
                The student who comes from Japan is a very nice person. 
1. We sent a package to our relatives. They live in Iowa.  
2. The woman works as a cashier. She sits next to me in class. 
3. That's the book. Everyone is reading it. 
4. We bought some trees. Our neighbor told us they were on sale. 
5. The car has a bad engine. I bought it last month. 
6. I lived in an apartment building. It had a very slow elevator. 
7. You should see a doctor. He can help you with your back problems. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]8. The tornado was extremely powerful. It hit Minnesota. 
9. We saw the woman at the grocery store. She lives next door to us. 
10. My wife returned the pants. They were too big for me. 

Exercise: identify the adjective clauses in the following sentences
1. The follies which a man regrets most in his life are those which he didn't commit when he had the opportunity. (Helen Rowland, 1876-1950)
2. Lila, who has been the fire warden for 30 years, lives in a trailer with some scrappy dogs and cats.
3. I don't remember a time when words were not dangerous. (Libyan author Hisham Matar)
4. I remember the day when we first met.
5. The girl I like isn’t here yet.
6. These are the earrings that my mother gave me.
7. This is the house where Virginia Woolf lived.


