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Noun Clause
A noun clause is a dependent clause that acts like a noun. It serves the exact same function as a noun. It can be a subject, object, or complement. Like the relative clause, a noun clause usually begins with a relative pronoun. However, it can also begin with a subordinate conjunction. Remember, like other dependent clauses, a noun clause will not stand alone.
· Components of a Noun Clause 
Noun clauses always begin with certain words.
The most common of these words are words that we also use to form questions:
· Who
· What
· Why
· Where
· When
We can also begin noun clauses with pronouns:
· Which
· That
· Whoever
· Whatever
· Wherever
· Whenever
However, it is essential to understand that just because you see one of these words does not mean that the word is automatically beginning a noun clause. When identifying the type of a given clause, be careful that you look at its function, not just the words. A clause beginning with the same words as a noun clause may have a different function.
The other two key components are a subject and a verb.
   A Subject: A subject usually describes what the sentence or clause is about.
What Joan loves most about watching movies is how the actors express their feelings with different body parts.
The noun clause in the sentence is “what Joan loves most,” and it talks about the subject “Joan.”
There is also another noun clause, “how the actors express,” which is about the actors. Actors are thus the subject in the clause.
      A Verb: A verb is a doing/ action word.
You can wear whichever dinner dress you want.
The noun clause in this sentence is “whichever dinner dress you,” whereas the words “can wear” and “want” are verbs.
· Functions of Noun Clauses
A noun clause can either be a subject or an object. Objects comprise direct objects, indirect objects, or prepositional objects.
1. As a Subject
Whatever Brenda cooked made me happy.
The noun clause in the sentence is “whatever Brenda cooked,” and it functions as the subject in the sentence. The clause has a subject “whatever” and a verb “cooked.”
How the girl wore was indecent.
The noun clause here is “how the girl wore,” and it has the verb “wore” and the subject “the girl” The clause acts as a subject since it talks about how t the girls wore.
That people need water to survive should be obvious to everyone.
2. A Direct Object
A direct object directly receives a verb action.
· Do you understand what the homework entails?
The noun clause is “What the homework entails” and comprises of the subject “homework” and the verb “entail.”
· My daughter will wear whichever dress I hand to her.
The noun clause is “whichever dress I hand to her,” It is the direct recipient of the verb action “wear.”
· Can you tell me when it is time for dinner?
3. An Indirect Object
An indirect object identifies the individual to whom/ for whom a verb action is done.
· Always honor whichever person you serve for an excellent service.
The noun clause is “whoever customer you serve” it contains a subject “whoever” and a verb “serve.”
· Ensure you send whoever taught you a graduation-invitation card.
“Whoever taught you” is the noun clause that acts as an indirect object, and it comprises of a subject “whoever” and a verb “taught.”
4. As a Prepositional Object
A prepositional object usually follows a noun clause.
I want to work with whoever is excellent in the skill.
The noun clause is “whoever is excellent in the skill,” whereas “with” is the preposition .
It is vital to research about why certain things exist.
The noun clause is” why certain things exist” and “about” is the preposition.
5. A Subject Complement
A subject complement follows a linking verbs
My command is whatever you wish.
Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it. (Playwright George Bernard Shaw)

Exercise: Underline the noun clause in each sentence below. In the blank write how it is functioning in the sentence.
1. The students were in trouble for what they did in the hall.
 2.  What my brother enjoys most is playing soccer. 
3. She explained why she couldn’t come to the party. 
4.  Mrs. Scott assigned whoever was late extra homework. 
5. Whoever first ate oysters was very brave. 
6.  The speaker told about where he went on his vacation. 
7.  The team knew that they would follow the coach’s instructions
8. The club will give whoever wins the race a gold cup.
9. Ask your child what he wants for dinner only if he's buying. (Fran Lebowitz)
10. He knows all about art, but he doesn't know what he likes. (James Thurber, 1894-1961)
11. It is even harder for the average ape to believe that he has descended from man. (H L Mencken, 1880-1956)




