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Abstract

No doubt the Security Council and the International Court of
justice are the most important organs of the United Nations Organization,
and though each of them has its own distinct functions, those functions
overlap in the objectives they both serve. This is the objective of peaceful
settlement of conflicts and keeping peace and security among the nations
of the world. The mechanism by which they achieve this objective and
the powers each of them enjoys in the course of exercising its functions
may differ; yet the ultimate purpose they have been set up to serve
remains the same.

This thesis is, therefore, designed to analyze the functions of each
of the two organs with a view to highlighting their common objective i-e
keeping international peace and security and peaceful settlement of
disputes.

The thesis is divided into four parts:-

Part I. is introductory and is on the principle of the settlement of
international conflicts. It is sub-divided into four chapters: chapter I deals
with the origin of peaceful settlement of international conflicts. Chapter II
deals with settlement of conflicts under the auspices of the Regional
Organizations. Chapter III deals with the mechanism designed for
settlement of international conflicts and chapter IV deals with the
definition of international conflicts and distinguishes between “Legal”
and “non-legal” conflicts.

Part II: is devoted to the discussion of the legal means whereby
international conflicts are settled and is sub-divided into two chapters:
chapter I deals with international arbitration as the first known and
proven to be the most effective means of settlement of many conflicts and

chapter Il is on the role of the International Court of Justice in the



peaceful settlement of international conflicts and its status within the
international legal order and its dual functions: the judicial and the
advisory.

Part III: embarks upon the role of the Security Council in the peaceful
settlement of international conflicts and its role in keeping world peace
and security. This Part is sub-divided into two chapters, the first dealing
with the powers of the council in settlement of international conflicts and
the other with the legitimacy of the resolutions of the council in the light
of the doctrine of collective security and the norms of the new world
order.

The last Part, which is Part IV, analyzes the relationship between
the International Court of Justice and the Security Council, and is sub-
divided into three chapters dealing with the limits of the security
council’s jurisdiction over matters pending before the Court, the
supervision of the extent of the legitimacy of the Council’s resolutions
and the effectiveness of the Council and the Court under the new world
order respectively.

The thesis concludes with the results reached by the study and the

conclusions drawn by the candidate.
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