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Introduction

STRESS PLACEMENT IN COMPLEX WORDS:

Stress in pre-fixes & neutral suffixes

Up to this point, we have considered stress placement in simple words consisting of a single stem. In the
following courses, we shall examine the stress placement in complex words, which comprises of a prefix + stem
+ one or more suffixes.

. Stress assighment on prefixes:

In the words containing prefixes such as: (a-, ab-, an-, co-, de-, dis-, im-, in-, re-, un-), the primary stress mostly
doesn’t fall on the prefix but on one of the stem syllables.

Prefixes Examples
a- Aside /a'sard/, Aback /a'baek/
ab- Abnormal /eeb'na:mal/, Absolve /ab'zolv /
an- Anachronism /a'nakranizm /, Anomaly /3 nomali/
co- Cooperative /kau'prativ/, Cohabit /kaw haebrt/, coexist / kavig zist/, Coordinate /kaw 'a:dinert/
de- Demotivate / di:'mautivert/, Decode /di:'kaud/
dis- Dislike /d1s'latk/, Disagree / disa'gri:/, Dispatch /d1'spaetf/, Disable /d1s e1bl/
im- Impossible /1m'ppsabl/, Immortal /1'ma:tl/, Imprison /im'prizn/, Imbalance /im'bzelans/
in- Intoxicate /1n'toksikert/, Invaluable /in'vaeljuabl/, Incorrect / inka rekt/
re- Resource /r1'sa:s/, Reorder / ri:'2:da(r)/, Rearrange / ri:a'reind3/
un- Uncertain /an's3:tn/, Unfaithful /an'fe16fl/, Unable /an'e1bl/

There are many exceptions in English because of the vastness of the language. Thus, stress placement in
complex words is not always predictable; however, the rules do work mostly.

E.g. Impotent /'tmpatant/, impulse /' 1mpals/, impudent /'tmpjadant/, infinite /'Infinat/, insolent /'tnsalant/.

Il. Stress in suffix words:

Unlike prefixes, it is possible for a suffix to change the original pronunciation —stress placement- of the word
stem when they are affixed. This depends on whether the suffix is stress-neutral, stress-attracting or pre-
stressed (stress shifting).

2.1. Stress-neutral suffixes:

Stress-neutral (stress-fixing) suffixes don’t change the pronunciation of the word stem and do not influence
stress placement: (-able, -age, -ance, -ence, -ant, -dom, -ed, -er, -ern, -ful, -hood, -ing, -ish (adj), -ism, -ist,
less, -like, -ly, -man, -ment, -ness, -or, -s, -ship, -some, -wards, -wise).

Stress-fixing suffix Examples

-able/ -ible (adj)

Considerable /kan'sidrabl/, Unavoidable /ana'vordabl/, Visible/ vizibl/

-age (adj)

Percentage /pa'sentidz/, Marriage /'marid3/, Passage /'paesidz/

-ance/ -ence (n)

Admittance /ad'mrtns/, Consistence /kan'sistans/, Dependence /d1'pendans/

-ant/ -ent (n)

Reluctant /r1'laktant/, Commandment /ka'ma:ndmant/

-dom (n)

Martyrdom /'ma:tadem/, Wisdom /'wizdem/, Kingdom /'kindam/

-ern (adj)

Western /'westn/, Eastern / 'i:stan /, Northern /'na:8an/, Southern /'sadan/
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-ed (v) Adapted /a'daeptid/, Reasoned /'ri:znd/, Condemned /kan'demd/

-er / -ar (n) Interpreter /in't3:prita/, Commander /ka'ma:nda/, Scholar /'skola/

-ful (adj) Sorrowful /'sorauful/, Beautiful /'bju:tifl/, Merciful /'ms3:szfl/

-hood (n) Brotherhood/'bradahwud/, Adulthood/ &dalthud/, Neighborhood/ ' neibahwd/
-ing (gerund) Educating /'ed3ukertin/, Interesting/'intrestin/, Consisting /kan'sistin/

-ism (n) Alcoholism /'zlkahplizm/, Communism /'komjsnizm/

-ish (adj) Childish /'tfa1ldif/, Swedish /'swi:d1f/

-ist (adj) Journalist /'d33:nalist/, Physicist /'fizisist/, Specialist /'spe[alist/

-less (adj) Bottomless /'botamlas/, Defenseless /d1'fenslas/, Penniless /'penilas /

-like (adj) Autumn-like/'a:tamlazk/, Businesslike/ biznislaik/, Native-like/'nertivlatk/

-ly (adv) Carelessly /'kealasli/, Apparently /a'paerantli/, Rapidly /'reeprdli/

-man (n) Policeman /pa'li:sman/, Fireman /'fataman/, Businessman /'biznisman/
-ment (n) Development /d1'velspmant/, Accompaniment /3'kampanimant/

-ness (n) Tenderness /'tendanas/, Greatness /'grertnas/, Quietness /'kwaratnas/

-or (n) Director /d1'-, da1'rekta /, Survivor / sa'vaiva/, Instructor /in'strakta/

-s (n/v) Images/'tmid31z/, Advances/ad'va:nsiz/, Forests/'forists/, Damns /'daemz/
-ship (n) Censorship/'sensafip/, Dictatorship/dik'tertafip/, Sponsorship /'sponsafip/
-some (adj) Adventuresome /ad'ventfasam/, Quarrelsome /'kworlsam/, Venturesome /'ventfaasaam/
-ward(s) (adj, adv) Backward /'baekwad/, Southwards /'sasBwadz/, Forward /'fo:wad/

-wise (adj) Otherwise /'Adawai1z/, Cornerwise /'ka:nawaiz/, Clockwise /'klokwarz/

Exceptions: admirable /'sedmarabl/, advertisement /ad'v3:tismant/, Catholicism /ka'Oplasizam/, conference
/'konfarans/, difference /'difrans/, excellent /'eksalant/, ignorant /'1gnarant/, reference /'refrans/, preferable

/'prefrabl/, resident /'rezidant/.

Practice

Exercise 1:

Mark the stress in the following complex words:

Word Transcription Word Transcription

1. Considerable /kan'sidarabl/ 14. Frightful /'fratfal/

2. Comfortable /' knmftabl/ 15. Fatherhood /'fa:dahwvd/
3. Orphanage /'a:fanidz/ 16. Preparing /pri'pearin/
4. Assistance /a'sistans/ 17. Eleventh /1'levnB/

5. Allowance /a'lavans/ 18. Happily / haepili/

6. Defiance /d1'fazans/ 19. Fearlessly /' fralasli/

7. Demonstrated /'demanstrertid/ 20. Clarity /'klaertti/

8. Servant /'s3:vant/ 21. Gentleman /'dzentlman/
9. Freedom /'frizdam/ 22. Afterwards /'a:ftawadz/
10. Difference /'difrans/ 23. Instructor /1n'strakta/
11. Believer /br'li:va/ 24. Troublesome /'trablsam/
12. Northern /'na:dan/ 25. Otherwise /'ndawaiz/
13. Southern /'sndan/ 26. Research Jri's3:tf/




