Tenses (Exercises) 
Exercise 01: Choose a verb with either the present perfect or past simple for these sentences.
Agree     appear       continue      disappear       move         reach        show      solve      write
1. Research ................................................ that cycling can help patients overcome their illnesses.
2. The rabbit just ................................................  in my garden one day last week.
3. With this promotion, I feel that I................................................  a turning point in my career.
4. Oh, no! My car  ................................................ !
5. Quite early in the negotiations, they ................................................ to lower the prices.
6. In 1788 he ................................................ his last great work in Vienna.
7. There's not much more to do, now that we ................................................  the main problem.
8. Throughout the summer of 1980 Malcolm ................................................ to divide his time between London and New York.
9. When he was 13, his parents ................................................  to the United States.

Exercise 02: Complete these sentences with the verb given. Choose the present perfect or past simple.
1. According to yesterday's newspapers, astronomers in Australia ................................................  a planet in a galaxy close to our own. (discover)
2. To help today's customers make a choice, a company in New York ................................................   a video trolley - a supermarket trolley with a video screen to display advertisements and price information.  (develop)
3. At the start of his career, Cousteau ................................................  the aqualung, opening the oceans to explorers, scientists, and leisure divers. (invent)
4. He proudly told reporters that the company ................................................   software to prevent the recent increase in computer crime. (produce)
5. John Grigg ................................................   the comet now called Grigg-Skjellerup, at the beginning of the 20th century. (discover)
Exercise 03: Here are some parts of a newspaper article. Study the underlined verbs. Correct them if necessary, or put a S.
C Y C L E R O U T E S U C C E S S I N B I R M I N G H A M

New cycle routes (1) have been built ................................................   in and around the centre of Birmingham and speed limits (2) have been reduced ................................................   on selected roads...The scheme (3) was ................................................   now in operation for a year and (4) has been hailed ............................................ .......................   as a great success. Since the new speed limits (5) were introduced ............................................ ..........................   , the number of accidents in the area (6) fell ............................................ dramatically...It (7) has taken ............................................ only six months to draw up the plans and mark the routes. This (8) has been done............................................  in consultation with groups representing city cyclists..Jane Wills, a keen cyclist who works in the city centre, told us: 'When the new routes (9) have been introduced   ........................... ........................., I (10) have sold ............................................ my car and I (11) bought ........................................ ..................... a bike. I (12) cycled to work ever since. It's the best thing the council (13) did ................................. for cyclists and pedestrians in the time  I’ve been living in Birmingham.'...The success of the scheme (14) has led ............................................ to proposals for similar schemes in other cities.

Exercise 04:   Underline the correct alternative:
1. Bullfighting is going on /  has been going on in Spain for centuries.
2. I always find /  have always been finding it difficult to get up on winter mornings.
3. I have been wanting /  want to meet you since I saw your concert.
4. Over the last six months I've been learning / I'm learning how to play the flute.
5. The phone's been ringing / phone's ringing. Can you answer it.
6. How long have you learned / have you been learning Swahili?
7. During the last few years the company has been working /  works hard to modernise its image.

Exercise 05:   Underline the correct answer. 

1. Alice felt very pleased with herself. She had found / found what she was looking for.
2. 'Where are we?' had asked /  asked Martha.
3. By the time I got back to the bathroom, the bath had overflowed /  overflowed.
4. She walked into the station only to find that the train had left /  left.
5. I was just about to leave when I had remembered /  remembered my briefcase.
6. My sister told me that Joe had died /  died.
7. He had looked /  looked at his watch again and began to walk even faster.
8. In a surprise move, the Prime Minister had resigned  /  resigned last night.
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