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2.2. Stress-carrying suffixes:

The suffixes which attract the primary stress placement to the final syllable, they are also called stress-
attracting suffixes, the most common ones are:

Rule: English words ending in -ade, -aire, ee, eer, ese, -ette, esque, eur, ique, 00, oon; the stress will be on the
last/final syllable -ULT STRESS- or it may fall on the suffix.

Suffixes Examples
-ade Persuade /pa‘swerd/, Dissuade/d1'swerd/
-aire Questionnaire / kwestfa'nea/, Millionaire / miljaa'nea/
-eur Amateur / @ma't3:/, Entrepreneur / pbntrapra'n3:/, Saboteur / seba't3:/, Raconteur / raekon't3:(r)/
-ee Absentee / absan'ti:/, Interviewee / intavju:'i:/, Referee / refa'ri:/, Employee /im'plori:/
-eer Engineer/ end3t'n1a/, Volunteer / volan'tia/, Pioneer / pa1a'nia(r)/
-ese Vietnamese / vietna'mi:z/, Portuguese / po:tjo'giz, -tfo-/
-ette Silhouette / s1lu'et/, Marionette / mar1a’'net/, Launderette / Io:nda'ret/
-esque | Romanesque/ ravma'nesk/, Picturesque / pikt[a'resk/, Arabesque / ara'besk/
-ique Critique /kr1'ti:k/, Technique /tek'ni:k/, Unique /ju'ni:k/
-00 Kangaroo / kaenga'ru:/, Shampoo /[&em'pu:/, Waterloo / wa:ta'lu:/
-oon Typhoon /tar'fu:n/, Balloon /ba'lu:n/

Exceptions: Igloo /'1glu:/, Cuckoo /'kuku:/, Decade /'dekerd/, Comrade /'komreid/, Coffee /'kofi/, Committee /ka'mrti/.

2.3. Stress-shifting suffixes: The affixation of the suffix causes a change of the primary stress from one syllable
of the stem to another one, but the stress remains in the stem, it often moves immediately to the syllable

before the suffix or the one before it. Therefore, the stress falls on one of the stem syllables before the suffix
added to the stem.

2.3.1. Stress on the Penultimate syllable: (Penultimate syllable = second syllable from the end)

2.3.1.1. Stress-shifting suffixes causing PENULT STRESS:

Rule: English words ending in —ic, —sion, and —tion; the stress will be on the second syllable from the end -
PENULT STRESS—so on the syllable just before the suffix.

Suffix-ending Examples for Transcription
—ic Athletic /20'letik/, Economic / i-ka'nomik/, Graphic/'graefik/, Geographic
/,dzia’'gaefik/, Philosophic/ f1la'sofik/, Psychologic / saika'lodsik/, Specific
/spa’sifik/, Scientific / sa1antiftk/, Syntactic /sin'teektik/, Semiotics
/.semi'ptiks/, Theoretic /612 retik/, Linguistics /lin'gwistiks/, Phonetics /fa'netiks/.
—sion Television / telt'vizn/, Revision /r1'vizn/, Elision /1'l13n/, Erosion / 1'rau3n/
—tion Relation /r1'le1fn/, Association /o sausI e1fn/, participation /pa: tist'peifn/

Most common exceptions: Arabic/ arabik/, Arithmetic/a'riO@matik/, Arsenic/ a:sanik/, Heretic /'hertik/,
Catholic /'kaeBalik/, Lunatic /'lu:natik/, Politic/ ' poltik/, Rhetoric /'retarik/.

2.3.1.2. Stress on the 2nd from the end: PENULT STRESS

The “ LION” rule, English words ending in letter I, letter E or letter U followed by any number of vowels (V n°),
optionally followed by any number of consonants (C n°) and optionally by silent letter e, stress the will be on
the penult syllable; 2nd syllable from the end.
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a) Suffixes beginning with: letter i+ V n° + (C n°) + (Silent e)

—ion Generation / d3ena'reifn/, Investigation Constitution / konst1'tju:fn/

—ia Columbia /ka'lambias/, Media /' mi:dia/ Cafeteria / kaefoa 'trarta/

—ial Industrial /1n'dastriaal/, Serial /'strial/ Residential / rezi'denfal/

—ian Historian /h1'sta:rraan/, Algerian Librarian /lar'brearian/
/eel'dz1aran/

—iance Luxuriance /Ing'3varians/ Insouciance /in'su:stans/

—iar Familiar /fa'milta/ Peculiar/p1'kju:lza/

—ience Experience /1k'sp1arrans/ Impatience /'1mpeifans/

—ient Proficient /pra‘fifent/, ancient /'einfant/ Sufficient //sa'f1font/

—ious Ambitious /eem'bifas/, cautious /'ka:[as/ Superstitious / su:pa’stifas/

—ior Inferior /1in'fraria/, Senior /'si:n1a/ Superior/su:'pIar1a, /sju: 'piaria/

—iom / —iot | Idiom /'tdiam/ Idiot/'1d1at/

—ium Gymnasium __/dzim'nerziam/;  Aluminium| Museum/miju:'zi:am/, Medium
/,elo'minzam/ , Aquarium /s'kwearram/ /'mi:dram/, Uranium/jo'reintam/

b) Suffixes beginning with: letter €+ V n° + (C n°) + (Silent e)

-ea Area /'ear1a/ Guinea /'gini/

—eal Cereal /'s1aral/, Lineal /'lin1al/ Laryngeal /Is'rind3z1al/

—ear Linear /'lin1a (r)/

—ean Mediterranean / medrta‘'reinian/ | Chilean/'tftltaan/; European / juara'pi:an/; Korean
/ka'rizan/.

—eous |Courageous /ka'rerdzas/ Simultaneous / stmal teintas/

Common Exceptions: Idea /a1'd1aa/; Ideal /a1'diaal/; ordeal /2:'di:l/.

c) Suffixes beginning with: letter U+ V n° + (C n°) + (Silent e)

-ual Habitual /ha'b1tfusal/ Perpetual /pa’'petfual/
—uar Jaguar /'d3eegjua(r)/
—uous Superfluous /su:'p3:fluas/ Ambiguous /a&m'bigjuas/

2.3.1.3. The verbal suffix —ish: PENULT STRESS

This is a stress-shifting suffix found only in verbs (we can find the suffix —ish with adjective, but it is a
neutral suffix like in: Child — Childish /'tfa1ld1f/).

Rule: English verbs ending in —ish carry the stress on the penult syllable, before this suffix.

E.g: Banish /'banif/, Nourish /'narif/, Polish /'polif/, Cherish /'tfer1f/, Publish /'pablif/. Abolish
/a'bolif/, Distinguish/d1'stingwif/, Demolish/d1'mpolzf/, Establish/1'staeblif/, Fetish /'fetif/

Exception: The only one exception to this rule is the verb ‘impoverish’ /im'povarif/ which is stressed
on the 3™ syllable instead of the 2" one from the end.
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2.3.2. Stress on the ante-penultimate syllable: (ante-penultimate = third from the end)

Rule : English words ending in —acy, —al, —ity, —ety , —itude and ending in —try; the stress will be on the third
syllable from the end —~ANTEPENULT STRESS-.

Examples:

—acy Aristocracy / aer1'stokrasi/, Democracy / D1'mpk.Ra.Si /, Pharmacy /'fa:masi/, Prophecy /
'profasi/, Supremacy / Su:'premasi/.

-al Critical /'krrttkal/, Geological /,d3ia'Ind31kal/, Environmental /in varran'mentl/, Political
/Pa'lttzkl/.

—ity, —ety Ambiguity / @embr'gju:ati/, Creativity / krize'tvati/, Humanity /Hju:'maenati/, Credibility
/ kredr'b1ltti/, Dependability /Dipendr biltti/, Necessity /Na'sesiti/, Opportunity
/,ppa‘tju:nati/, University / jurnt'va:stti/.

—itude Attitude /'eetrtju:d/, Aptitude /'a&ptrtju:d/, Gratitude /'graetstju:d/, Latitude /'leetztju:d/.

—try Geometry /D3i'bmatri/, Infantry /'infantri/, Poetry /' pauatri/, Peasantry /' pezntri/.

2.4.2. Stress on the ante-penultimate syllable:

Rule: English words ending in —graphy, —logy, and —meter, will receive the primary stress on the
antepenultimate syllable (3rd syllable from the end).

Examples:

—graphy Bibliography / bibli'ngrafi/, Demography /D1'mng.Ra.Fi/, Geology /d31'nladzi/, Geography
/D31'ngrafi/, Orthography /J:'8ografi/, Photography /fa'tografi/.

—logy Apology /a'poladsi/, Archeology / a:ki'plad3i/, Anthology /aen'Oplad3i/,
Geology /d31'pladzi/, Methodology / meBa'doladzi/.

—meter Barometer /ba'romita(r)/, Parameter /pa'reemrta(r)/, Thermometer /83’ momita(r)/.

2.4.3. Verbal endings causing Antepenult stress:

Rule: English verbs of three syllable or more ending in —ate, —ize (ise) or —fy, will have the primary
stress on the antepenultimate syllable (3™ from the end).

Examples:

-ate Calculate /'kaelkjulert/, Discriminate /D1'skriminert/, Evaluate /1'vaeljuert/, Generate
/'dzenarert/, Hibernate /'harbanert/, Investigate /in'vestigeit/, Legitimate
/La'dzrtimert/, Participate /Pa: tisipert/, Separate /'separet/.

—ize (ise) Analyse /'a&nsla1z/, Civilize /'stvalarz/, Democratize /D1’ mokratarz/, Organize
/'2:genarz/, Paralyse /'paeralaiz/, Publicise /'pablisaiz/, Utilise /'ju:tilarz/

—fy Clarify /'klaerafa1/, Dignify /'dignifai/, Identify /A1 dentifar/, Electrify /1'lektrifar/,
Exemplify /19'zemplifar/, Nullify /' nalifaz/, Purify /' pjosrifar/, Qualify /'kwolifar/,
Signify /'signifar/, Simplify /'stmplifar/, Solidify /Sa'lidzfar/.




