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Read this composition about genetic engineering and the environment. There are 15
mistakes in the use of articles. The first mistake is already corrected. Find and correct 14
more.
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Genetic Engineering

People say we are now able tc perform a genetic engineering. I am
against this for several reasons. First, it is dangerous to tamper
with the nature because we don‘t know what will happen. We could
upset balance of nature. For example, people are against a mosquito
because it carries malaria. Suppose we change the DNA of the
mosquito so that it will die off. That will stop a malaria, but it
will upset ecological balance because certain other species depend
on mosquito. If we destroy it, these other species won't be able to
survive. This will have serious effect on environment.

Second, genetic engineering will take away people‘s control over

their owvn lives. Suppose scientists develop the capability to
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igolate gene for violent behavior and they eliminate this gene from
future generations. This may eliminate a violence, but I believe
that behavior is matter of choice, and this type of genetic
engineering will eliminate choice. It will make people behave as
others have determined, not as they have determined, and it will
take away an individual responsibility.

Third, genetic engineering will remove chance from our lives. Part
of what makes the life interesting is unpredictability. We never
know exactly how someone, or something, is going to turm out. It’s
interesting to see what happens. As far as I am concerned, we should

leave genetic engineering to Creator.
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Read the descriptions of two notable environmental disasters that have occurred in recent
decades. Fill in the blanks with the correct article in parentheses (— means no article is
needed).
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CHERNOBYL DAMAGE WIDER THAN

PREVIOUSLY REPORTED
DETAILS ARE FINALLY EMERGING. On April 26, 1986, ”—I'ﬂ”ﬁ:es and explosions following
[/ The]
—______unauthorized experiment caused —_______ worst accidentin _______ history of
2.(an / the) 3.{a/the) 4.(—!the)

nuclear power at the nuclear power plant in Chernobyl, Ukraine. At least 31 people were

killedin ______ disaster itself, and —____ radioactive material was released into
5.(—/the) 6.(— the)
—_atmosphere. Approximately 135,000 people were evacuated from —
7.(an ( the) P PP’ Pt REOR 8.(a/ the)
vicinity. —____scientists warned of —__possible future cancer deaths and birth
9.(- -/The) 10.{—/ the}

defects.
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MASSIVE OIL SPILL IN ALASKA

MaRrcH 24, 1989. ”A—”Moil tanker Exxon Valdez struck Bligh Reef in Prince William
~(An/The

Sound, Alaska, toni ing_________ il spillin —___U.S. history.
ound, Alaska, tonight, causing AR worst 0il spill in S U.S. history. More

than 10 million gallons of —______ oil were spilled, causing the deaths of —_____many
4.(an /) 5.(—/the)

animals and resulting in —a et environmental catastrophe. The captain of
—/a

—___ Valdez was not presentin —____wheelhouseat —____timeof ________
7.(—Ithe) 8.(a/the) 9.(—Ithe) 70.(an / the}

accident; —__ ship was being piloted by ________first mate, who was inexperienced.
7.(al the) 12.(—/the)

It was determined that —______captain, rather than ________first mate, should have been
13.(a/the) 14.(—/ the)

iloting —__vessel. —____Exxon agreed to for
p i 15.(a /the) 16.(—/The) & RaZEcs 17,

spill

cost of cleaning uj
+(—/the) 2l

18.(—/the}
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Read the two excerpts from the article “Earthweek: A Diary of the Planet.” Fill in the blanks
with the articles needed. Leave a blank if no article is necessary.
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Permafrost Warning
_1_ melting of permafrost in Sweden’s sub-Arctic region due to global warming is
believed to be releasing vast quantities of the greenhouse gas methane into
atmosphere. L‘—‘resea:ch team, led by —_— GeoBiosphere Science Center at
Lund University, said their research shows ———pant of Tsc:il that thaws
during summer has become deeper since 1970, and the permafrost has disappeared entirely
in some locations. “This has led to significant changes in the vegetation and to a subsequent
increase in emission of the greenhouse gas methane,” _______team announced. They
added that methane is 25 times more damaging to .__“_atmosphere than

B

carbon dioxide and often is overlooked in ________ discussion of greenhouse gases.

10,
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Plastic Pollution
—_— German magazine Geo published ————report that said —_— plastic
trash has created Terwironmenta[ hazard that stretches across __S_Pauﬁx:
from California to Hawaii, resulting in more plastic than plankton on Twatelr’s
surface. TMarch issue quotes biologist Charles Moore of the Algalita Marine
Research Foundation as saying: “Most plastic floats near ———sea surface where some
is mistaken for Tfm)d by birds and fishes.” The masses of plastic find their way
into _TPaciﬁc from ———western United States and —_— Canada after
storms flush the debris downstream and ultimately into ———ocean. Maritime
observers have witnessed areas of floating plastic that stretch as far as the eye can see in

—_ central Pacific.





