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Introduction to Archeology

Outcomes of the Tutorial : By the completion of this tutorial, you will be able to :

1. Work out an encompassing definition of archeology ;

2. Define its related disciplines ;

3. Familiarize with the range of archeology and its methods of investigation ;

4. Identify the role(s) of archeologists in the contribution to knowledge.

5. Predict what will survive in the future.

Food-for-Thought Questions

1. What is the nature of archeological studies ?

2. In what way do they play a role in understanding the human past ?

3. How do archeologists do archeology ?

4. How can they accurately reconstruct human past behavior ?

5. In what way can the reconstruction of the human past behavior help understand the present and predict the future ?

6. What can garbology tell us about the Algerian diet, way of life, and behavior ?

Terminology used in this Tutorial

Archeology/ archaeology- human past behavior- excavation- site- fossil relics-artifacts- prehistory archeology- historic archeology-biological archeology- cognitive archeology- community-based archeology- cultural archeology-CRM- experimental archeology- ethnoarcheology- garbology- social archeology- underwater archeology- urban archeology

True Story

1922, the journalists reported that an inscription near the door of King Tutankhamen's tomb read, "Death shall come on swift wings to him who disturbs the peace of the King". The Curse of the Pharaohs seemingly proved itself to be real, when all of the archaeologists and workers who desecrated the tomb of Tutankhamen were reported to have died horrible and early deaths. The 5th Earl was an enthusiastic amateur Egyptologist i.e., a specialist in archeological and historic remains of Ancient Egypt) , undertaking in 1907 to sponsor the excavation of the royal tombs at Thebes by Howard Carter. It was in 1922 that they together opened the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of the Kings, exposing treasures unsurpassed in the history of archaeology. Several months later, Carnarvon was found dead at the Winter Palace Hotel.His death is most probably explained by blood poisoning (progressing to pneumonia) after accidentally shaving a mosquito bite infected with erysipelas. At 1:55 a.m., the lights in Cairo (where he died in a hospital) went out and plunged the people into darkness. Reportedly, at the same time, back at his home, his dog gave out a great howl and die.
Introduction

What does archeology evoke in your minds ? Let’s guess : It might evoke mental pictures of the American exciting serials of Indiana Jones ; it might remind you of A Night at the Museum ; it might evoke fabulous historical sites such the Pyramids in Geza, Egypt. It may seem paradoxical to note that it is the remoteness and the sense of adventure of the archeological sites which attract archeologists like flies to ice cream. Differently stated, remoteness may be an indicator of a long forgotten civilization. In wide brief, archeology evokes human past physical leftovers
 or remains. 

The field of study that we are about to study comes to be spelled in two ways and with subtle nuances. For some archaeologists, the two spellings (archaeology-archeology) symbolize competing aspects of the field. Barbara J. Little (2006) outlines the nuances in the difference of spelling ‘‘The supposedly antiquated spelling with the “ae” is supposed to connote classical or a humanist-oriented archaeology, while the supposedly modern “e” is thought to suggest anthropological or a social science-oriented practice’’. Literally, archeology means the study of ancient and/ or old things (Gr
. Arkhaios). Do please note that in this tutorial, both spellings are used interchangeably without a specific preference for any one of te two orthographies.
The current tutorial atempts to provide you with the bases of archeology, and it is within the range thereof to take you in an exciting journey to past cultures and civilizations. By investigating Man’s past way of life through the interpretation of concrete artifacts and materials, organic remains, written documents, and oral traditions, we eventually understand our present with all its intricacies
 and challenges, and predict our future with its extraordinary inventions and innovations
.

Definition of Archeology :                        

According to Devereux (2009: 3),  Archeology refers to the study of the physical remains of the human past. In the same vein, Kristiansen (quoted in Greene and Moore 2010: xv) defines archeology as ‘‘ the study and preservation of the material remains of past societies and their environment ... ’’. Archeology, therefore, deals with ancient artifacts according to this definition.

Macken (nd
) states that archeology is ‘‘considered a field of anthropology, archaeology is the study of previous human behavior and culture from the past to present. Through analysis of fossils, remains of food, buildings, and other artifacts of culture and human existence, archaeologists seek to recreate former human civilizations and provide an understanding of the culture and overall structures of society’’. Hence, archeology refers to the physical and psychological products of societies in earlier times.

According to the University of Minnesota, Archaeologists are interested in the organization of past societies (social archaeology), the manner in which peoples once made and used tools (technology), how people thought about the world and each other (cognitive archaeology), the nature of pre-modern environments (environmental archaeology), and the processes that effect the formation of sites (taphonomy)—among many other interests.

Why Studying Archeology :

The Society for American Archeology (SAA) outlines the benefits of studying archeology.

1. Archaeology offers a unique perspective on human history and culture that has contributed greatly to our understanding of both the ancient and the recent past. 

2. Archaeology helps us understand not only where and when people lived on the earth, but also why and how they have lived, examining the changes and causes of changes that have occurred in human cultures over time, seeking patterns and explanations of patterns to explain everything from how and when people first came to inhabit the Americas, to the origins of agriculture and complex societies. 

3. Unlike history, which relies primarily upon written records and documents to interpret great lives and events, archaeology allows us to delve far back into the time before written languages existed and to glimpse the lives of everyday people through analysis of things they made and left behind. 

4. Archaeology is the only field of study that covers all times periods and all geographic regions inhabited by humans

Fields and Sub-Disciplines of Archeology :

The Learning Center of Southwestern America (LCSA) (2013) outlines as many as seven sub-fields of Archeology. Besides, I have included Biological Archeology and Cultural Archeology to complete the picture.

1. Cognitive Archeology : Trubshaw (1994) wonders ‘‘One of the most taxing problems in archaeology is to determine about what and in what manner did prehistoric people think. Is it possible to make the 'mute stones speak', and will they tell us how (if not what) our predecessors were thinking?’’ Cognitive archeology investigates how prehistoric people’s used their thinking faculty to solve daily life challenges and making decisions.
2. Cultural Resources Management (CRM)
Cultural resources management (CRM) is a specific branch of American archeology that functions specifically as part of the process by which the protection and management of cultural resources are ensured by law.  CRM is a vast and complex subject; therefore, an entire page has been dedicated to the topic.  To visit the CRM page, return to the Archeology page and select the CRM link at the bottom of the page.

3. Ethnoarcheology
Most commonly, ethnoarcheology involves the study of surviving hunter-gatherers, pastoralists, and nomads and the material remains and patterns of their daily lives in search of similarities in technology, mobility, and social-political organization applicable to attempts to reconstruct and explain the archaeological record.

4. Experimental Archeology
Experimental archeology relies on replication, experimentation, and ethnographic analogy to search for and test possible explanations for past behavior and change.

5. Garbology, or Garbage Archeology
Garbology is a modern sub-specialty of archeology that attempts to learn more about today’s society by studying what people throw away.  The University of Arizona Department of Anthropology pioneered garbology as a discipline more than 20 years ago, under the directorship of William Rathje.  Garbology research interests include modern diet, health, marketing, resource management, measuring the effectiveness of societial changes such as recycling and waste reduction over time, and demographic and social differentiation.

6. Historical Archeology
Historical archeology studies cultures with written history.  In the Old World, historical archeology covers a period of several thousand years; however, in the Americas, historical archeology is limited to the period after the arrival of Europeans.  Historical archeology contains several subfields, such as Classical archeology and Biblical archeology, not explored further in this section.

7. Prehistoric Archeology
Prehistoric archeology, with few exceptions, focuses on cultures lacking written language.  By necessity, therefore, most prehistoric archeology relies primarily on survey and excavation, or data recovery, to explore the past.

8. Underwater Archeology
Underwater archeology is a type of archeology based on location rather than temporal interest, as it focuses on archaeological investigations of material remains, such as shipwrecks and ancient campsites, preserved beneath the surface of oceans, lakes, rivers, and wetlands.  Underwater archeology requires very specific skills, such as deep-water diving, not typically associated with archaeological training.

9. Urban Archeology
Urban archeology is a branch of archeology specializing in large towns and cities with long stratigraphic histories of occupation.  Some archeologists also use urban archeology to refer to any archeology conducted in an urban setting. 
Roles of Archeologists:

Archeologists have many roles to play.

1. Research: Archeological research primarily aims to build a foundation of knowledge about a given area or site prior to conducting fieldwork in the form of survey or excavation.  Such research may include exploration of existing archeological, historical, ethnographic, and environmental data.

2. Survey: Survey accounts for the initial in-field investigations of a region, and aims to record artifacts, features, and site locations of archeological interest.  Some surveys are conducted specifically for research, whereas others occur as part of planning for development and construction with the aim of identifying archeological resources potentially in danger from human activities

3. Excavation ‘Dig’:  Excavate buried cultural remains to both gather information about past human behavior and to preserve and protect cultural resources from destruction, either from human or natural processes. 

4. Artifact Processing: Artifact processing refers to the management of archeological material.  Processing decisions begin with a research design, which lays out the specific questions and aims of an archeological project.  The research design helps direct decisions about in-field collection of artifacts and samples, and later laboratory cleaning, sorting, inventory, and storage.  Archeologists carefully document how artifact processing for a given project proceeds, including the methods used in cleaning specific artifacts and artifact categories, labeling techniques, and laboratory sampling procedures.  This information is later supplied to the museum or curation facility that will house the artifacts once the project is done, so that future researchers will have access to processing techniques employed on the collection.

5. Analysis: Many archeologists are specialists in specific archeological material classes, such as flaked stone, ceramic, shell, faunal bone, or textiles.  Some analyses are conducted in laboratory settings, and others consist of replication and experimental work.  While archeologists frequently analyze artifactual material on themselves, many other materials, such as pollen and charcoal, are sent to specialists for analysis.

6. Reporting: Dissemination of archeological information to the public and peers is one of the most important jobs of the archeologist.  Archeologists share their findings and ideas through various venues such as professional journals, books, conferences, documentaries, and public outreach events.  Archeologists also host open houses at excavations, allowing the public and colleagues to the work in action and too ask questions in person.  Members of the press are also often provided information about the progress of archeological investigations, opening another venue for information dissemination.  Sharing archeological information with the both the public and archeological communities generates continuing interest in archeology and preservation efforts, and maintains lines of open communication regarding explanations and interpretations of the archeological record.

7. Preservation: It occurs on many levels, ranging from the curation and care of artifacts and important biological remains, preservation of information through documentation, and preservation of entire archeological sites and landscapes.  Preservation requires that archeologists participate in public outreach
 and education, building reciprocal relationships with modern communities in what the Center for Desert Archaeology (CDA) calls community-based archeology, or archeology that gives back to the community in which it occurs while promoting respect for, and interest in, archeological resources. 
Quiz:
Task (MCQ):  Multiple Choice Questions. Pick (i.e., Choose) the right statement.

1. Archeology concerns itself with investigating:

a. Human past and present

b. Human past remains.

c. Human history.

2. Archaelogy connotes:

a. Humanities-oriented discipline.

b. Social Studies-oriented discipline.

c. Natural Sciences-oriented discipline.

3. An artifact indicates:

a. An object obtained from archeological sites.

b. An object obtained from pottery makers.

c. An item obtained from CSI.

4. Archeologists are not interested in:

a. Research.

b. Excavation.

c. Writing history.

5. Garbology refers to:

a. The scientific collection of garbage.

b. The scientific recycling of garbage.

c. The scientific of how people dispose of their garbage and its content.

6. A curator is someone whose job is to be in charge of:

a. Paintings in a museum.

b. Financial services in a museum.

c. Archeological remains and artifacts in a museum.

Essay

You are hired by the United Nations Organization (UNO) and the World Bank to decide what to keep for the generations to come.

    Task : In an essay form write about the artifacts and buildings that you decide to preserve for the centuries to come. Do please state your reasons.
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Study the past, if you would divine the future.


Confucius





The past is never where you think you left it.


K. A. Porter





The past is dead and gone, but it is also powerful


Matthew Johnson





An archeologist is the best man a woman can have. The older she gets, the more interested he is in her.


           Agatha Christie





Those who don’t remember the past are condemned to repeat it.


George Santayana





Who controls the past controls the future and who controls the present controls the past.


George Orwell








� Objects which remain from earlier times


� Ancient Greek


� Complicated parts and, or details


� Introduction of new things, and ideas, etc.


� No date


� Service provider organization  and/ or activity for those who cannot get it by themselves (e.g., students in this case).





