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Introduction to Sociology

Outcomes of the Tutorial : By the completion of this tutorial, will be able to :

1. Identify sociology and its scopes ;

2. Increase understanding of yourselves living in a society ;

3. Raise your awareness of cultural differences ;
4. Discuss pertinent society-related issues ;

Food- for- thought Questions

1. What is meant by sociological studies ?

2. Is it easy to draw a predictible pattern of a social behavior of a group of people ?

3. Can we arguably use scientific norms and standards to study societies ?

4. Why do governments try to impose socialization through schools ?

5. How do sociologists approach a social challenge ?

6. What can be done to reinforce social cohesion in war-torn or multicultural regions ?

Terminology used in this Tutorial  

Society- community- customs-values-norms- socialization- stereotypes—social cohesion- sociology of education- sociology of language- political sociology- rural and urban sociology- environmental sociology- economic sociology- sociolinguistics- military sociology-feral children-gender inequality-poverty-media-

Points to Ponder & Wonder

If taken individually, Algerians appear to be alert, caring, friendly, and intelligent. If taken collectively, however, they attest to be aggressive, careless, rude, and rowdy. Athough individually intelligent, Algerians seem to have developed the most dysfunctional of societies; most dysfunctional despite most favorable climactic circumstances, geographical position, and abundance of natural resources. Algerians do not appear to be in their element in an organized, disciplined, and tolerant society. This may account for Algerians doing poorly in French schools and society in comparison with their French counterparts. Why do Algerians fail to rise up to satisfactory standards and epectations ? The key answer to the question lies in the Algerian society. If the latter undertakes big if visionary changes that would trigger positive changes in education, economy, and interpersonal as well as interregional understanding.

Introduction

The great Arab scholar Ibn-Khaldoun (1332- 1406) claims that Man is sociable by nature. Man is predisposed to live in groups to insure his survival, reproduction, and well-being. On score of that, it is absolutely necessary to study man’s life in group to fully understand why man behaves the way he does.  Spirkin (1983) asserts that ‘‘the problem of man cannot be solved scientifically without a clear statement of the relationship between man and society’’. The current tutorial, therefore, introduces you to the scientific studies that deem man as a social being. 

Description

The present tutorial undertakes to introduce you to the realm of man as a social being. Sociology, the discipline that investigates man-society relationship, has attested itself to be a quentessential field of study as it explores man in his social dimension.

Definition of Sociology

Literally sociology derives fromthe Latin word socius (group of people and/ or partners) and logus, an Ancient Greek word for study or science. Sociology is the study of human social behavior and its origins, development, organizations, and institutions. It is a social science which uses various methods of empirical investigation and critical analysis to develop a body of knowledge about human social actions, social structure and functions (Wikipedia).

Browne (2011: 4) defines Sociology as ‘‘the systematic study of human groups and social life in modern life’’. He observes that ‘‘It is concerned with the study of social institutions
’’. According to Browne, therefore, sociology concerns itself with the scientific study of modern societies exclusively.

In his book Introduction to Sociology, Golthorpe (1986: 3) identifies sociology in the following terms: ‘‘Sociology is an organized endeavour to increase human self-knowledge and self-understanding through the systematic study of our social life’’. In other terms, by studying the human groups, humans come to have insights about themselves.

Sociology: The Genesis

Modern sociologists consider the French scholar Auguste Comte (b. 1798   d. 1857) to be the founding father of sociology. The term sociology was coined by French philosopher Auguste Comte in 1838, who for this reason is known as the “Father of Sociology.” Comte felt that science could be used to study the social world. Just as there are testable facts regarding gravity and other natural laws, Comte thought that scientific analyses could also discover the laws governing our social lives. It was in this context that Comte introduced the concept of positivism to sociology—a way to understand the social world based on scientific facts. He believed that, with this new understanding, people could build a better future. He envisioned a process of social change in which sociologists played crucial roles in guiding society. 

Society vs Community : Society and Community are two words that are often confused as words that convey the same meaning. Strictly speaking they are two different words that convey different meanings. The word ‘society’ refers to all classes of people or people at large. On the other hand the word ‘community’ refers to a particular ‘class’ of people. Differently stated, community is a local phenomena- for example a neighborhood or section of a city. Overall, society involves both like-ness and difference (biological, economic, educational, genetic, and cultural, etc.). Both common and diverse interests are present in society. But, likeness is more important than difference in community (e.e.g, Arab-American Community, African-American Community, etc.).

Socialization: Sociologists use the term “Socialization” to refer to the process of transfer of social norms and values, traditions, habits, language, and culture to individuals. Kendall (2011: 92) identifies socialization as ‘‘formal and informal processes by which people learn a new role or find out how to be part of a group or organization’’. Children learn the social conduct and way of thinking in the bosom of their families, mosques, schools and other institutions such as the workplace. 

Themes in Sociology: Sociologists are interested in a quite wide range of topics of social concern. The list below is only representative and by no means exhaustive.

1. Addiction
2. Crime & Violence
3. Education and Socio-Economic Status
4. Gender Inequality
5. Homosexuality
6. Juvenile Delinquency
7. Media & Society
8. Poverty
9. Race Inequality & Stereotypes
10. Social Cohesion
11. Social Unrest
Sub-Fields of Sociology

Sociology is a rich field of research; the list below is by no means exhaustive (i.e., complete and/ or comprehensive). My intention is simply to help you have an idea of the different sub-fields of sociology.

1. Sociology of education/ Educational sociology: The sociology of education is the study of how public institutions and individual experiences affect education and its outcomes. It is most concerned with the public schooling systems of modern industrial societies, including the expansion of higher, further, adult, and continuing education (Wikipedia). Saha (2008) defines the Sociology of Education as ‘‘the study of educational structures, processes, and practices from a sociological perspective’’.

2. Educational Sociology : Educational sociology is the branch of study that deals with the various methods providing better education to society through an in depth research of our culture and society. Educational sociology is a subject that has to take both the sociologists and the educationists into consideration. This makes the subject an invaluable asset to all the students and researchers of social sciences, particularly sociology and education. It is a general belief that such of those who are involved in a deep study of education will benefit more from the branch of educational sociology.

3. Economic Sociology: It refers to the study of the social processes of resource creation, distribution, exchange and consumption. Special interests within economic sociology include the study of: business, caring, crime, disability, employment, entrepreneurs, environment, families, food, gambling, gender, health, housing, markets, money, networks, philanthropy, taxation, technology, wealth, and more.
4. Environmental Sociology: The environment is perceived as a social issue. It explores the various forms of interaction between human society and the environment. Environmental Sociologists seek to understand a variety of topics, including agrifood systems, environmentalism as a social movement, the ways in which societal members perceive environmental problems, the origins of human-induced environmental decline, the relationship between population dynamics, health, and the environment, and the role that elites play in harming the environment. The inequitable social distribution of environmental hazards is another central area of Environmental Sociological research, with scholars examining the processes by which socially disadvantaged populations come to experience greater exposures to myriad environmental hazards including natural disasters.
5. Sociology of Family: The sociology of the family examines the family as an institution and a unit of socialization (Wikipedia). The institution of family remains at the center of social life in virtually all societies—even though these families take different forms (Newman 2009). The reason for this is that families serve certain social functions. Reproduction is essential to the survival of humans as a whole, and all societies must have a way of replacing their members. Within families, sexual relationships among adults are regulated; people are cared for; children are born, protected, and socialized (Newman 2009; Seccombe 2012). In sum, families serve certain functions within the larger society.

6. Social Psychology: Social psychology is the scientific study of how people's thoughts, feelings, and behaviors are influenced by the actual, imagined, or implied presence of others (Wikipedia).

7. Political Sociology: Political sociology undertakes to investigate the relation between state (i.e., government) and society.

8. Military Sociology: Military sociology is a highly specialized field within sociological studies; it refers to the systematic study of the military as a social group; it attempts to understand the impact of social and cultural factors on military perception and behavior. 

9. Sociolinguistics: Sociolinguistics is the descriptive study of the effect of any and all aspects of society, including cultural norms, expectations, and context, on the way language is used, and the effects of language use on society (Wikipedia). Sociolinguistics is the effect of the society on the language (ibid.). Sposlky (1998: 3) defines Sociolinguistics as ‘‘... the field that studies the relation between language and society, between the uses of language and the social structures in which the users of language live’’. For instance, in popular vernacular of English, it is possible to utter ‘‘I don’t know nobody’’ (double negation) while in Modern Standard English it is only possible to say ‘‘I don’t know anybody’’.

10. Sociology of Language: The sociology of language focuses on language's effect on the society. Sociology of language is the study of the relationship between language and society. It ‘focuses upon the entire gamut of topics related to the social organization of language behavior, including not only language usage per se but also language attitudes and overt behaviors toward language and toward language users’ (Fishman, 1971, p. 217). The field begins from the assumption that language is a social value, and pursues research on language in contact among social groups, especially phenomena such as language conflict and multilingualism. While Fishman tends to characterize the study at two levels: descriptive sociology of language, describing ‘who speaks what language to whom and when’, and dynamic sociology of language, explaining the different rates of change of language behavior in different groups, his definition is far from clear in terms of levels of analysis.

11. Rural Sociological: It concerns itself with the systematic study of social life in rural areas. When I was a teacher in El-Feidh (small village in the south-east of W. Biskra), I noticed that when it is cloudy, the preferred dish is D’shishet el Mermez
. A rural sociologist would attempt to account for this preference, which is not taken in other areas of the Province of Biskra.

12. Urban Sociology: It is interested in social life in urban (i.e., city) areas. The study of urban sociology is generally defined as being the search for answers and reasons for why populations in an urban area react to their environment in the way they do, and how the dynamics of these reactions affect their lives, economics, structures and governmental processes of this area. This also includes the resulting problems that arise from these interactions. The information acquired is helpful in not only creating policies, but is useful in planning strategies for the growth of society in general.
NB: Academic references are deliberately excluded (to avoid lengthy hand-outs). On the other hand, they may be provided on request.
Quiz

Task: Look at the following list of words, and divide them in three groups ; those you might use to describe women,  those you might use to describe men, and those you might use to describe both men and women  (Browne ( : 22). 

Clever

Powerful

Bimbo

Aggressive

Cold

 Sly

Muscular

Domineering

Hideous

 Hysterical

Cute 

Loose

Passive

Assertive

Emotional

Pretty

Ruthless

Sweet

Bitchy

Slim

Hunk

Blonde

Babe

Dog

Sulky

Gentle

Spinster

Tart

Logical

 Delicate

Weak 

Submissive

Handsome

Beautiful

Thoughtful

Caring

Soft

Tender

competitive

Task : Peruse the following textbook case stories on feral children. Please suggest some socialization strategies so that these poor choldren may regain their respective societies and live fulfilling lives.

Story ≠ 1: 

Jean-Claude Auger, an anthropologist from the Basque country, was traveling alone across the Spanish Sahara (Rio de Oro, now Western Sahara ‘الصحراء 'الغربية) in 1960 when he met some Nemadi nomads, who told him about a wild child a day’s journey away. The next day, he followed the nomads’ directions. On the horizon he saw a naked child “galloping in gigantic bounds among a long cavalcade of white gazelles”. The boy walked on all fours, but occasionally assumed an upright gait, suggesting to Auger that he was abandoned or lost at about seven or eight months, having already learnt to stand. He habitually twitched his muscles, scalp, nose and ears, much like the rest of the herd, in response to the slightest noise. He would eat desert roots with his teeth, pucking his nostrils like the gazelles. He appeared to be herbivorous apart from the occasional agama lizard or worm when plant life was lacking. His teeth edges were level like those of a herbivorous animal. In 1966 an unsuccessful attempt was made to catch the boy in a net suspended from a helicopter; unlike most of the feral children of whom we have records, the gazelle boy was never removed from his wild companions
.Story≠ 2

In 1937 George Maranz described a visit to a Turkish lunatic asylum in Bursa, Turkey, where he met a girl who had allegedly lived with bears for many years. Hunters in a mountainous forest near Adana had shot a she-bear and then been attacked by a powerful little “wood spirit”. Finally overcome, this turned out to be a human child, though utterly bear-like in her voice, habits and physique. She refused all cooked food and slept on a mattress in a dark corner of her room. Investigations showed that a two-year-old child had disappeared from a nearby village 14 years earlier, and it was presumed that a bear had adopted her.
Task : Develop one of the following topics :

1. Women empowerment in a Muslim society.

2. Challenges facing working women in our society.

3. Living one’s whole life in prison.

4. Poverty, social unrest, and crime.

5. In spite of such an advanced means of communication people are increasingly going for solitude.
6. Internet and its implications on a society.
7. Merits and demerits of media for a society?
8. What does it mean to be a single parent in a Muslim society?
9. Life in rural areas and life in a metropolitan city.
10. Honor-related crimes ( (جرائم الشرف in tribal or distant rural areas.

The society is the mother of us all.


John Daniel Barry





Under any system of society …  the family holds the future in its bossom


Charles  Franklin Twing





I thrive off the company of others ; I love being sociable.


David Williams





All that is valuable in human society  depends on the opportunity for the development  accorded to the individul


Albert Einstein








� ‘‘Social institutions are organized social arrangements which are found in all societies’’ (ibid.) Social institutions include family,  education system, work and economic system, and religious institutions, etc.


� Birth and development


� Pasta dish made of  …. And soup of wheat.





