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     Introduction  
       If foreign languages teachers or students are asked what literature is, they may refer to it as an ‘art’. However, though literature may seem easy to define is not simple to define clearly.
It is sometimes defined as ‘anything written’.However we can surely distinguish between literature in the sense of any writing and literature in the sense of verbal works of art. Robert Frost (American Poet) said,” Literature is a performance in words”Another view holds that literature has in it, a sense of entertaining display and provides pleasure in addition to the element of ‘truth’ involved. Réne Wellek and Austin Warren (Theory of Literature) raised such simple questions that remain rarely answered: What is literature? What is not literature? What is the nature of literature? Similarly, Jean Paul Sartre, in his book “what is literature”, raised the following questions: “what is writing? Why does one write? For whom? The fact is, it is seems that nobody has ever asked himself these questions” (23). Another literature researcher, Gillian Lazar (1993), tried to find the answer of what literature is, but he admitted that it is not a simple to find a clear cut definition and it is still a subject of a heated argument among many literary theorists and critics.  As he quoted from some of them: “Literature could be said to be sort of disciplined technique for arousing certain emotions.” (Iris Murdoch, The Listener, 1978)  On the other hand, literature is considered as a way for communicating the other through the use of special language.

What is meant by teaching literature?
 Literature is traditionally understood as transmission of a set of authors and their works. In contrast, the expression teaching literature refers to the teaching and learning of the skills and abilities necessary to competently read texts literary. First, it seeks to promote in students the literary experience, i.e. the discovery aesthetic of literature through understanding its characteristics, its place and its relationships with the time being written. It is therefore, understanding the historical and cultural background. But the literary experience may also have a public dimension, social. 

Teaching literature also involves guided readings. Here comes the importance of the teacher-how and what? Guiding involves learning and having knowledge of reading strategies. And it is here which raises two important educational issues: 

· What knowledge is considered necessary to improve students’ reading skills? 
· What teaching methods are appropriate? 

As for the knowledge necessary, there may be two types:

· Knowledge related to historical and cultural contexts. 
· Knowledge of the literary tradition: the themes and topics that cover literary history. Conventional forms (genre conventions, rhetorical procedures, etc.). 

Benefits of Teaching Literature

  One of the reasons why many EFL Departments in different countries  teach literature is that it is aimed at encouraging students to read literature and develop stable habits of reading in their spare time is the conviction that this contributes to reading literacy. Extensive fictional reading is expected to lead to textual knowledge on a general scale. This is in general. There are also specific benefits are aimed from teaching literature. Welters of reasons have been expressed by different theorists and ELT experts. The following are summary of them. First, in the context of reading, Fleming (2006) claims that literature offers possibilities for developing language awareness. Through close reading, there must be special efforts to construct the meaning of the text. Then, teaching literature for the purpose of reading, can offer an opportunity for the learners to be encountered directly with literature.

In term of cultural knowledge, Sandra McKay (1982: ) asserts that literature can” improve ‘students' understanding of a foreign culture and perhaps spur their own creation of imaginative works.” [ …. ] Lazar (1994) sees literature as a way to challenge and stimulate students to deal with topics and themes that encourage them to relate to their personal opinions and experiences. Similarly, Sandra McKay (1982) sees it as a necessary source to” increase the learners’ motivation to interact with a text and thus, ultimately increase their reading proficiency”. Other researchers, like Thom Nguyen (2005) go beyond this. According to him the use of literature “…bridge the gap between a fixed curriculum and real teaching contexts…support teaching integrated language skills.” 
Hirvela (2001: 117)) states some ideas about the benefits of using literature as a resource in ELT. He believes that reading literature is one of the best ways to  inspire the writer in the learners. He asserted that literature creates a longing for learning the language. His ideas can be paraphrased in this way:

1. Literature is a very enjoyable resource to learn a language.
2. Literature provides examples of different styles of writing, and also representations of various authentic uses of the language.
3. Literature is a good resource for increasing word power.
4. It encourages developing various reading skills in learners.
5. It can be used as a springboard for exciting discussion or writing.
6. It involves both emotions and intellect, which adds to the motivation and may contribute to the personal development of the student.
7. English literature (in general) is a part of the target culture, and therefore it has a value as part of the learners’ general education.
8. It encourages critical and creative thinking.
9. It enriches the students’ world knowledge.
10. It makes the students aware of various human situations and conflicts

 11. Literature stimulates the learners to solve mysteries and answer questions, creative activity that fosters deeper connections.
Some disadvantages of literature in the language classroom
 During the past few years, there has been much discussion on the significance of using literature as a language teaching resource (Sullivan, 1991). Two major difficulties of literature in language teaching, discussed in Sullivan’s essay, are as follows:
1. Linguistic difficulty of the text is one of the major arguments against using literature in the language classes.
2. Learners may need a lot of background knowledge about English language and culture to interpret some texts.
At the end, it is important to remember that, when literature is brought into the language classroom, it needs a clearly defined aim. Only then can literature .be successfully integrated into language teaching.
At the end, if literature has all these potential, the question is what and how to teach it. The answer to this question has to do with the appropriate methods and approach to be used for better integration.

Types of Literature

    By types of literature we mean genres of literature. There are three broad types of literature:  drama, poetry and prose. 
Drama: Under drama we have: dance drama, radio and television drama, mime, pantomime, heroic and morality plays. Principally however, they all come under: tragedy, comedy, tragic-comedy and melodrama. The playwright usually writes his plays character by character, scene by scene and act by act to forestall any confusion and to ensure correctness during performance.

Poetry: Poetry is another genre or type of literature. It is written in verse, that is, it is usually in lines known as verse. The use of verse is hence different from the biblical sense of chapter and verse. It simply refers to poems written in rhythmic patterns and lines.
Prose: Prose refers to the literary or written form of the language of ordinary speech. We often talk about a book written in prose style or continuous form.  The prose could be fiction or non-fiction. Fictions are imagined or invented stories. Thus, the events presented did not occur in real life, although they may be real to life, because, all literary work should depict life of various types. They include fables common in Africa literature and the modern George Orwell's Animal Farm, where the characters, mainly animals are made to talk, act and behave like human beings. Others are allegory which are similar to fables, but whose characters represent ideas, such as love, hope, meekness and the like, as is seen in John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress.  The novel falls under prose, which is a long fictitious prose narrative. It is the latest arrival of the literary genres, in fact, novel means new. The novella is another kind of fiction.  It is like a novel. The major difference is that the novelette is short.  Also included in the class of prose are parables, romance and short stories.

Non-fiction prose is more or less true-to-life stories. They include biography, autobiography, travels and adventures and the essay. All these types will be dealt with more fully in other modules.

      The prose work is the use of language in an imaginative way. Prose is a work of the writer's imagination. It recounts the 'writer's life experience in an imaginative manner. When prose recounts only the artist's actual life experiences, it becomes, autobiographical, when it presents historical facts in an imaginative, but not necessarily an accurate manner, it becomes historical literature. When it is restricted to the record of the life of another person by the writer, it is biographical. If the characters in the story go from one adventure to another, it is picturesque or episodic.
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