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UNIT ONE: WORD STRESS

LESSON O4: STRESS PLACEMENT IN COMPLEX WORDS

Stress placement in complex words is made from the basic stem word with an addition of an affix

(prefix or suffix)

Affixes have three possibilities
effects on word stress

( Roach, 1991, p.96):

The affix itself receives the
primary stress: semicircle,
Chinese

The word is stressed just as if
the affix was not there (the affix
is neutral, it does not affect
stress), e.g. um, ing, al_ly, ness,

less...

The stress remains on the
stem, but shifts to another
syllable (ic, ation, ...)

1. Stress assignment on prefixes (most of the prefixes do not receive stress)

In the words with prefixes such as:
a-, ab-, an-, co-, de-, dis-, im-, in-, re-, un-

the primary stress mostly does not fall on the prefix but
on one of the stem syllables

(neutral prefixes)

Prefixes

Example words Exceptions:
a- aside /o'sard/ , aback /o'baek/, impotent / /,
ab- abnormal /&b’ no:mol/, absolve /ab’ zolv/ ?mp”lse / /
an- anachronism /o' na&kranizm/, another/s'noda/ :E}Frﬁf: "/t / ;
co- cooperative /kou pprativ/, cohabit /koo"haebit/
de- demotivate /di:'moautivert /, decode / di: 'kood/
dis- dislike /dis'latk/, disagree /disa'gri:/, dispatch /dr'spaetf/
im- impossible /im’posabl/, immortal /1'mo:tl/, imprison
/im’prizn/
in- intoxicate /in'toksikert/, invaluable /in'valjubl/
re- resource /ri'zo:s/or_/r1'so:s/ , reorder /ri:'o:do/
un- uncertain /an’'s3:tn/, Unfaithful /an'ferofl/
2, Stress assi ent on suffixes

Unlike prefixes, suffixes can either be neutral, receive stress or
change stress placement from one syllable to another on the stem.

2.1. Neutral suffixes

The stress does not shift to another syllable when these suffixes are added to the stem

and they do not influence its pronunciation.

Suffixes that do not affect stress placement (neutral) are
able, age, al, dom, ern, ful, ing, ist, less, ly, ment, ness, ship, some, wise, ish, ous, fy, y, hood...




able (adj) considerable /kan'sidarabl/, unavoidable /ana'voidabl/

age (adj) marriage /'merids/,passage /'pasids/

al (adj/n) actual /'&ktfuval/ refusal  /ri'fju:z(a)l

dom (n) kingdom /'kiydom/, wisdom /'wizdom/

ern (adj) Western /'westn/, eastern /'i:stan/ , northern /'na:0an/
ful (adj) sorrowful /'soraufl/ , beautiful /'bju:tifl/

ing (gerund) educating /'edjukertiy/, interesting/'intrestiy/,
ist (adj) journalist /'d33:nalist/, physicist /'fizisist/,

less (adj) bottomless /'botamloas/, defenseless /di'fenslas/,
ly (adv) apparently /o'peerantli/, rapidly /'reepidli/,

ment (n) development /dr'velopmant/

ness (n) ~ tenderness /'tendonas/, greatness /'grertnas/,
ship (n) censorship/'sensafip/,dictatorship/dik tertafip/
hood Brotherhood, motherhood, neighborhood
some Troublesome, awesome

Exceptions: _admirable, advertisement, reference, preferable, resident. (Transcribe them )
2.2 Stress-carrying suffixes

The suffixes which attract the primary stress placement to the final syllable are also called stress-
attracting suffixes or stress-carrying suffixes, which are summarized in the following rule:
Rule: the following suffixes carry the primary stress: -aire, ee, eer, ese, -ette, esque, ique

suffixes Examples for Transcription
Aire billionaire /bilja'nea/, millionaire /miljo'nea/
ee absentee, / a&bs(o)n'ti: /referee / refo'ri: /
eer engineer/ endsr'nia/, volunteer / volon'tra/
Ese Vietnamese / vietna'mi:z/ , Portuguese / po:tju'gi:z, -tfu-/
ette silhouette / silu’et/, marionette / mario'net/, launderette

/lom'dret/, kitchenette
esque romanesque/ rosma'nesk/, picturesque / piktfo'resk/
ique critique /krr'ti:k/, technique /tek 'ni:k/, unique /ju: ni:k/
Remark: ‘ade’ ‘o0’ and 'oon) can be either endings or suffixes; in both cases they receive stress, such as:
I. persuade /pa’'swexd/, dissuade/dr ' swexd/.

2. kangaroo / kengo 'ru:/, shampoo /f@m’ pu:/
3. typhoon /taz 'fu:n/ , balloon /b lu:n/

Exceptions:_lgloo /'iglu:/, Cuckoo /'kuku:/, decade /'dekerd/, comrade /'komrerd/

2.3. Stress-shifting suffixes
Some suffixes cause a change of the primary stress from one syllable to another one on the stem; it either moves to the penultimate syllable or
ante-penultimate syllable.

2.3.1. Suffixes causing penultimate stress

When the following suffixes are added to the stem, the primary stress shifts to the last
syllable of the stem (or the penultimate syllable, the syllable preceding the suffix)/;

Suffixes: eous, graphy, ial, ual, ian, ient, ic, ible, logy, ion, ious, ty ive, meter.

Suffix- Examples for Transcription
ending
ic Athletic economic / i:ka'nomik/ , geographic / dzi:a'geefik/,

/a0’ letik/, graphic/' greefik/,

philosophic/ fila'sofik/, psychologic / sarka'lndzik/, specific /spa'sifik/,
scientific / saron 'tifik/,

syntactic semiotics / semi'otiks/ , theoretic /61a'retik/, linguistics
sin'tektik/, /g gwistiks/

television / telr'vizn/, revision /ri'vizn/, elision /1'lizn/

n relation /ri’lerfn/, association /o soust'erfn/
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Practice: Transcribe the words below:

Words Transcription
eous:  advantageous

ial:  commercial financial

ual: intellectual

ient: _efficient, sufficient

jan: __politician

graphy: photography

ible:  flexible, impossible

logy:  psychology, physiology

ion: ___ perfection, interaction

ious: __injurious, furious
ty: complexity,objectivity
ive: _attractive, collective

ic: energetic, academic
meter: _parameter, kilometer
Most common exceptions: Arabic/'&rabik/, arithmetic/o'riOmatik/, arsenic/'a:sonik/, Heretic /'herrtik/,

Catholic/'keedalik/, lunatic /'lu:natik/, politic/'politik/, rhetoric /'retorik/.
2.3.2. The verbal suffix -ish causing Penultimate stress:

This is a stress-shifting suffix found only in verbs (we can find the suffix -ish with adjectives. but it is a
stress neutral suffix like in: Child - Childish /' tfarld1f7)

Remark: English verbs ending in —ish carry the stress on the penultimate syllable ( before this suffix)
E.g: banish /'banif/, nourish /'narif/, polish /" polif/, cherish /'tferif/, publish /" pablif/, abolish
/o' bolfl, distinguish/dr'stmgwif/, demolish/di"molif/, establish/t'staeblzf/.
Exception: The only one exception to this rule is the verb_‘impoverish’ /im’'povarif.

2.3.3. Verbal endings causing Antepenultimate stress:_(?”d_frum the suffix or EFd_frnm the end)

Remark: English verbs of three syllable or more ending in -ate, -ise (ize) or -fy, are stressed on the antepenultimate syllable ( 3" from the end).

Examples: —ate Discriminate /dr'skriminert/ Evaluate /1'vaeljuert/, Investigate /in'vestigert/,
Legitimate /la'd3itimert/, Participate /pa: tisipert/, Separate /' separert/
—ise (ize) Analyse /'@nolaiz/ Paralyse /'paralaiz/, Utilise /'ju:tilaiz
—fy identify /ar'dentifar/, nullify /'nalifar/, qualify /"kwolzfar/

Practice :transcribe the following words and mark stress
operate,
Exaggerate
rEcOgnize
criticize
apologize
associate
aristocracy,
democracy
pharmacy
ambiguity
creativity
credibility
opportunity
Necessity
Reality
Society
Attitude
Gratitude




