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	Lecture № 04: Definition, Nature, and Scope of Linguistics


1. Definitions of linguistics
According to Victoria A. Fromkin, Linguistics is the scientific study of human language. By this, we mean language in general, not a particular language. If we were concerned with studying an individual language, we would say “I’m studying French, Arabic, or English” or whichever language we happen to be studying. But linguistics does not study an individual language; it studies “language” in general. Linguists may know only one language, or may know several, or may even study a language they do not know at all. What they are trying to study are the ways in which language is organized to fulfill human needs, as a system of communication. Some other definitions of linguistics are as below:
	According to G. Duffy:  “Linguistics observes language in action as a means for determining how language has developed, how it functions today, and how it is currently evolving.”

	According to S. Pit Corder:  “Linguistics is concerned with the nature of human language, how it is learned and what part it plays in the life of the individual and the community.”

	According to Jean Aitchison: “Linguistics tries to answer two basic questions: What is language and   How does language work.”


2. Linguistics as a Science

When we say that a linguist aims to be scientific, we mean that he attempts to study language in much the same way as a scientist studies physics or chemistry, that is systematically, and as far as possible without prejudice. It means observing language, forming hypotheses about it, testing these hypotheses, confirming or rejecting the hypotheses, and finally constructing theories. In addition to this, the scientificness of linguistics lies in the fact that it is bound to four major principles which govern in language analysis:

1. Exhaustiveness: it means that the work has to be complete and thorough. 

2. Systematicness: The work is characterized by order and planning

3. Consistency and objectivity: the work has to be clear and without contradiction.

4. Economy: the linguist is bound to use few words to mean much.

Linguists today understand their job as that of descriptivism, their purpose being to describe how people use language, not to prescribe how they should use it, i.e. prescriptivism. Linguists don't invent rules; they discover them. Linguists study language for the sake of its understanding.
3. Scope of Linguistics

A very complex system, language can best be explained by breaking it down into its levels: sounds, word, sentence, text/discourse, and meaning. Language can be divided into three major, although not necessarily equal, components: form, content, and use. Form includes sounds, words, sentences, and text/discourse. Content encompasses meaning, and use is termed meaning in context (situation). There are six sub-fields of linguistics; each sub-field is concerned with the study of a specific level of language:
a) Phonetics and Phonology: Phonetics studies the concrete aspects of speech sounds, i.e. production, transportation, and comprehension. Phonology is concerned with the study of the sound system of language.
b) Morphology: Morphology studies the inner structure of words. 

c) Syntax: It is the level at which we study how words combine to form phrases and sentences.
d) Semantics: Semantics deals with the level of meaning in language. It attempts to analyze the structure of meaning in a language.
e) Pragmatics: Pragmatics deals with the contextual aspects of meaning in particular situations.
f) Discourse Analysis/Text Linguistics: It is the study of chunks of language which are bigger than a single sentence. At this level, we analyze inter-sentential links that form a connected or cohesive text.
4. Theoretical and Applied Linguistics

Like other sciences, linguistics has a ‘pure’ or ‘theoretical’ aspect which is concerned with the building of theories about language and with description and analysis of particular levels of language such as phonology and syntax without regard to any particular applications that these may have. It also has an ‘applied’ aspect which is concerned with the application of that knowledge in areas such as the learning and teaching of languages, or correction and improvement of speech disorders, or in helping us to appreciate the use of language in literature. Thus, ‘applied linguistics’ covers many of the branches of linguistics that explore the practical application of the theories, concepts and analyses provided by linguists. The table below includes examples of the domains of theoretical linguistics as well as a number of instances of applied linguistics: 
	Theoretical Linguistics
	Applied Linguistics

	Phonology

Morphology

Syntax

Semantics

Pragmatics

Text Linguistics
	Literary stylistics,

Critical discourse analysis,

Translation and  Interpretation,

language education

Lexicography

Forensic linguistics


5. A Short Historical Overview of Linguistics
For more than 2,000 years, linguists have been trying to understand how language works. The earliest known linguist is The Sanskrit grammarian Panini (520 – 460 BC). He is often acknowledged as the founder of linguistics. He is most famous for formulating the 3,959 rules of the morphology of Sanskrit, an ancient Indian language. In the Middle East, the Persian linguist Sibawayh made a detailed and professional description of Arabic in 760, in his monumental work, Al-kitab fi al-nahw (الكتاب في النحو, The Book on Grammar), bringing many linguistic aspects of language to light. In his book, he distinguished phonetics from phonology. In the west the study of language began in ancient Greece. For Plato, linguistics is the study of word origins and especially origins of Greek words. With the broadening of trade routes and colonialism, in the 15th century, Europe encountered other languages which forced scholars to look for a universal grammar. In the 18th century, British linguists began to perceive the similarities between Sanskrit, Greek and Latin. In the 19th century, linguists were making historical comparisons between languages to sort out the relationship and inheritance between languages. By the end of the 19th century, people shifted their attention from the history and development of languages to their structure and function. Ferdinand de Saussure's book Course of General Linguistics was first published in 1916, and he was considered the forefather of modern linguistics. 
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