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1. The Divine Source Theory
In most religions, it is believed that language is a God-given gift to human species. In Christianity, God gave Adam the kingdom of all animals in the Garden of Eden and the first thing Adam did was to name these animals. That is how language started according to religious sources. Today people speak many different languages rather than only one language because ancient humans became too proud and they tried to build the Tower of Babel in order to reach God. Therefore, God punished them by separating their languages. Alternatively, following a Hindu tradition, language came from Sarasvati, wife of Brahma, creator of the universe. 
Shortcoming of the Divine Source Theory: If human infants grow up in isolation, they will not automatically begin to use the original God-given language. This certainly proves that this theory does not have a scientific credibility.
2. The Natural Sound Source Theory
a) The Bow-Wow Theory
When different objects flew by, making a Caw-Caw or Coo-Coo sound, the early human tried to imitate the sounds and then used them to refer to those objects even when they were not present. The fact that all modern languages have some words with pronunciations that seem to echo naturally occurring sounds could be used to support this theory. In English, in addition to cuckoo, we have splash, bang, boom, rattle, buzz, hiss, screech, and of course bow-wow.
Shortcoming of the Bow-Wow theory: The bow-wow theory does not adequately explain the creation of words for inanimate or soundless objects nor does it explain how grammar or syntax developed. 
b) Ding-Dong Theory

This theory is based on man’s tendency to imitate not sounds but movements in nature. The primitive man having observed the rhythm in the flowing of stream and the swaying of the trees in the wind must have “ding-donged” phonetically to them. Every sensory expression that primitive man received from nature must have found expression from vocal sounds or ding-dongs, like the striking of the bell.
Shortcoming of the Ding-Dong theory: Like the Bow-wow theory, the ding-dong theory does not adequately explain the creation of words for soundless objects or abstract concepts. 
c) The Pooh-Pooh Theory
According to this theory, the origin of language is to be traced to the involuntary exclamations of pain, surprise, pleasure or wonder. The upholders of this theory say that language is only a refinement upon our emotional interjections like “ah!”, “ha!”, “vow!” etc. The supporters of this theory believe that all languages originated in this way.
Shortcoming of the Pooh-Pooh theory: No language contains very many interjections. Emotional expressions such as Ah! are mostly produced with sudden intakes of breath and happen rather unintentionally.
3. The Social Interaction Source Theory
Another proposal involving natural sounds was nicknamed the “yo-he-ho” theory. The idea is that the sounds of a person involved in physical effort could be the source of our language, especially when that physical effort involved several people and the interaction had to be coordinated. Therefore, a group of early humans might develop a set of hums, grunts, groans and curses that were used when they were lifting and carrying large bits of trees or lifeless hairy mammoths. Human sounds, however, they were produced, must have had some principled use within the life and social interaction of early human groups. 
Shortcoming of the Social Interaction Theory: Although it is an interesting idea, it does not explain the origins of the sounds that were produced. It is uncertain from this theory how meanings came to be associated with the calls uttered by the workers.
4. The Oral-Gesture Theory
The proponents of this theory believe that every human gesture is followed by movements of tongue, the lips and the jaws. Most primitive means of communication among human being was by means of gesture made with hand. Gestural language and vocal language depend on similar neural systems. The regions on the cortex that are responsible for mouth and hand movements border each other. The upholders of this theory argue that a gesture by hand is usually accompanied by a corresponding movement of the vocal organs. 
Shortcoming of the Oral-Gesture Theory: This theory is rather questionable as oral and physical gestures are very limited in expressing various intentions. Although it is possibly to mime simple expressions, it remains quite difficult to visualize long and complex sentences such as “My car is broken, so I took my wife’s car to get to work.“ Many animals also live in groups and work together without having developed the capacity for speech.
5. Glossogenetics
Our ancestors became bipedal (standing and walking on their two legs) about 3.5 million years ago. When these humans could stand on their two legs, their larynx (a speech organ behind Adam’s apple in the human throat) changed in a way to allow humans to produce vowel and consonant sounds in human languages. Human language developed as a result of this evolutionary change.
Shortcoming of Glossogenetics: Some animals like could produce a big number of sounds although their vocal tracts are not like that of the human beings.
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