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UNIT ONE: WORD STRESS

LESSON [14: STRESS PLACEMENT IN COMPLEX WORDS

Stress placement in complex words is words made from the basic stem word with an addition of an affix [r

é [A1]: To be deleted

(prefix or suffix)

The word is stressed just as if

The affix itself receives the the affix was not there (the affix The stress remains on the stem,
primary stress: semicircle, /s neutral, it does not affect
Chinese stress), e.g. un, ing, al, ly, ness,

/ess...

but shifts to another syllable ( ic,
ation, ..)

1. Stress assignment on prefixes (most of the prefixes do not receive stress)

In the words with prefixes such as: the primary stress mostly does not fall on the prefix but
a-, ab-, an-, co-, de-, dis-, im-, in-, re-, un- | on one of the stem syllables

(neutral prefixes)

Prefixes Example words

Exceptions:
a- aside /o'said/ , aback /o' baek/, impotent / /,
ab- abnormal /&b na:mol/, absolve /ob'zolv/ impulse / /
an- anachronism /a'nakranizm/, another/s npda/ impudent / /,
co- cooperative /kau pprativ/, cohabit /kao'habit/ infinite / /
de- demotivate /di:'mouvtivert /, decode / di:'kaud/
dis- dislike /dis'laik/, disagree /disa'gri:/, dispatch /d1'speet//
im- impossible /im'posabl/, immortal /1'mo:tl/, imprison /im'prizy/
in- intoxicate /in'toksikeit/, invaluable /in'valjobl/
re- resource /ri'za:s/or_/r1'so:s/ , reorder /ri:'o:do/
un- uncertain /an's3:tn/, Unfaithful /an'fer0fl/

2. Stress assignment on suffixes

Unlike prefixes, suffixes can either be neutral, receive stress or
change stress placement from one syllable to another on the stem.

2.1. Neutral suffixes
The stress does not shift to another syllable when these suffixes are added to the stem
and they do not influence its pronunciation.

Suffixes that do not affect stress placement (neutral) are



able, age, al, dom, ern, ful, ing, ist, less, ly, ment, ness, ship, some, wise, ish, ous, ffy} y, hood...

able (adj) considerable /kon'sidorabl/, unavoidable /ana'vordabl/
age (adj) marriage /'marids/,passage /'paesids/

al (adj/n) actual /'@ktfuol/ refusal  /ri'fju:z(s)l

dom (n) kingdom /'kiydam/, wisdom /'wizdom/

ern (adj) Western /'westn/, eastern /'i:ston/ , northern /'na:dan/
ful (adj) sorrowful /'soroufl/ , beautiful /'bju:tifl/

ing (gerund) educating /'edjukertm/, interesting/'intrestiy/,

ist (adj) journalist /'dz3:nalist/, physicist /'fizisst/,

less (adj) bottomless /'botomlas/, defenseless /di'fenslas/,

ly (adv) apparently /o'paerontli/, rapidly /'reepidli/,

ment (n) development /dr'velopmant/

ness (n) tenderness /'tendones/, greatness /'greitnos/,

ship (n) censorship/'sensafip/, dictatorship/dik tertafip/

l

Exceptions: _admirable, advertisement, reference, preferable, resident. (Transcribe them )

2.2 Stress-carrying suffixes

The suffixes which attract the primary stress placement to the final syllable are also called stress-
attracting suffixesor stress-carrying suffixes, which are summarized in the following rule:
Rule: the following suffixes carry the primary stress: -aire, ee, eer, ese, -ette, esque, ique

suffixes

Aire
ee
eer
Ese

ette

esque

ique

Examples for Transcription

billionaire /bilja'nea/, millionaire /miljs'nea/

absentee, / ,&bs(o)n'ti: /referee / refo'ri: /

engineer/ endsr'nio/, volunteer / volon'tro/

Vietnamese / vietna'mi:z/ , Portuguese / po:tju'gi:z, -tfo-/

silhouette / silu'et/, marionette / mario'net/, launderette /lo:n'dret/,

kitchenette
romangesgue/ rovma'nesk/, picturesque / piktfo'resk/
critique /krr'ti:k/, technique /tek 'ni:k/, unique /ju: ‘ni:k/

Remark: ‘ade’ ‘o0’ and ‘oon) can be either endings or suffixes; in both cases they receive stress, such as:

1. persuade /pa’swerd/, dissuade/d1’swerd/,
2. kangaroo / kenga'ru:/, shampoo /[@m’pu:/
3. typhoon /ta1'fu:n/ , balloon /ba ' lu:n/

Exceptions:_Igloo /'iglu:/, Cuckoo /'kuku:/, decade /'dekerd/, comrade /'komrerd/

2.3. Stress-shifting suffixes

Some suffixes cause a change of the primary stress from one syllable to another one on the stem; it either moves to the penultimate syllable or

ante-penultimate syllable.

2.3.1. Suffixes causing penultimate stress

When the following suffixes are added to the stem, the primary stress shifts to the last

syllable of the stem (or the penultimate syllable, the syllable preceding the suffix)/;

Suffixes: eous, graphy, ial, ual, ian, ient, ic, ible, logy, ion, ious, ty ive, meter.

Suffix-ending
ic

=]

=
>

Athletic
/220" letik/,

Examples for Transcription
economic / i:ka'nomik/ , graphic/‘greefik/,

geographic
[ dzi:a'gaefik/,

philosophic/ filo'sofik/, psychologic / saika'Indsik/, specific /spa'sifik/, scientific
/ saron tifik/,

syntactic

sin'teektik/,

semiotics / semi'otiks/ , theoretic /B1o'retik/, linguistics

/I gwistiks/

television / teli'vizn/, revision /ri'vizn/, elision /1'lizn/

relation /rt'lexfn/, association /2, saust'erfn/

[Commenté [A2]: Either we put it here , or as ante-penultimate ]

[Commenté [A3]: You could have adde hood, somme.. ]



https://easypronunciation.com/




Practice: Transcribe the words below:

Words Transcription

fficient, sufficient
graphy: photography

Most common exceptions: Arabic/'&robik/, arithmetic/o'ribmotik/, arsenic/'a:sonik/, Heretic_/'herrtik/,
Catholic/'kee0alik/, lunatic /'lu:natik/, politic/'politik/, rhetoric /'retarik/.
2.3.2. The verbal suffix -ish causing Penultimate stress:

I
ty: complexity,objectivity

This is a stress-shifting suffix found only in verbs (we can find the suffix -ish with adiectives, but it is a
stress neutral suffix like in: Child - Childish /'t aildz/7)
Remark: English verbs ending in —ish carry the stress on the penultimate syllable ( before this suffix)
E.g: banish /'beenif/, nourish /'narf/, polish /' poliff, cherish /'tfertf/, publish /'pablif/, abolish
/o' boliff, distinguish/dr'stpgwif/, demolish/di' molif/, establish/r’ staebluf7.
Exception:_The only one exception to this rule is the verb_‘impoverish’ /im'povaryl.

2.3.3. Verbal endings causing Antepenultimate stress:_(Z"d_frum the suffix or 3rd_fmm the end)

Remark: English verbs of three syllable or more ending in -ate, -ise (ize) or -fy, are stressed on the antepenultimate syllable ( 3" fram the end).

Examples:
—ate Discriminate /di'skriminert/ Evaluate /1" veeljuert/, Investigate /in'vestigert/,
Legitimate /o' d3itimert/, Participate /pa: tisipert/, Separate /'seporert/
—ise (ize) Analyse /'@nolaiz/ Paralyse /'paeralaiz/, Utilise /'ju:tilaiz
—fy identify /a1 dentifar/, nullify /'nalifar/, qualify /'kwolzfa1/

Practice :transcribe the following words and mark stress

Transcription
operate,

Exaggerate

recognize

apologize
associate
aristocracy,
democrac

creativity
credibility
opportunity
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Homework



1. Classify the following words according to the number of syllables, their category( verbs, adjectives, adverbs and
prepositions),
2. Then transcribe them and justify stress placement.

Parents,seldom, embrace, slender, clever, happy, sorrow,, member, student, continue, appear, expect, explain, ensure,
accept, support, create, patient, apparent,pleasant, modern,simple, virtual, pretty, perfect, stupid, solid, awkward,
strange, conguruent, shallow, pillowAround, many, village, region, amount,palace, polite, office, custom, destroy,
protect, reduce, program,exist , medal, prevent,vaccine, invent, enough, over, advise, england, adopt, often,
below,expand,discuss,moscow, figure,erupt, weather,instead,asian, surface, forest, climate, alarm,culture, extreme,
intense, away, almost, ago, accomplish, bacteria, finance,horrible, event, banana, bicycle,tomorrow, opposite, piano.



