Phonetics
Lecture 5
Aspects of connected speech
Weak forms

By Dr. Chelli

Objectives: Introducing function words and
the weak forms

Transcription practice




—————————————————————
Types of words

Types of words

content words Function words

|

verbs, nouns, auxiliaries, pronouns,
adjectives

conjunctions,

adverbs prepositions, articles




—!

Follow up

* Content words are also called lexical words

* Function words are also called grammatical
words or structural words.

What is the difference between them?

What about their pronunciation when they are
alone?

What about their pronunciation when they are in
connected speech?



—!

Weak forms

Content words have one pronunciation form
called the strong form.

Function words can have two or more
pronunciations called the weak forms.



The weak form shows reduction of the
vowels towards / 1/, / v/ and most of the
time towards / 9/



= ool Weakvonele  conples B

/1] I/ be

fu:/ lo/ or  [of do (aux)

[a:/ [o/ Are .
[5:/ lo/ for

3:/ lo/ her

Il Io/ and

ol lo/ of

/A/ la/ but

lel ls/ them

/ol [a/ could



Example

ENGLISH PHONETICS

Strong vs Weak forms

<  Tell him to come for me

/tel am te kam fa mi/




Look at these examples. What do you notice?
[ 'ti: fa "tu:/

tfor tu/

[ wot o juo 'lokin fo:/




—!

Follow up

When function words are alone, at the end of the
sentence or when the the speaker wants to put
emphasis on them, they are used in the strong form.

Refer to Peter Roach 4th edition for extra information




examples
PREPOSITIONS WEAK FORM STRONG FORM ~

from /[fram/ OR /frm/ /from/
to /ta/ OR /tu/ ftuz/
at /at/ /et
in /in/f /in/
on fon/ /on/

of /av/ OR [af/ fov/ OR /of/



—!

Can you underline the function words in these
sentences? Then transcribe them using the
weak forms

| gave her a box of chocolate for her brithday.
Are you coming to the theatre with us tomorrow?
What does he do at the weekends?



Refer to the List of common function words that
have weak forms you have been provided
with.



—!

Can you identify the words in weak forms?

/ed30 kerfn 1z 09 moust im po:tnt faekto fo
‘hju:mon srvilar zeifn | it pro vaidz 6o neifjn
wi10 m&n paodz | pro maouts na&fnal ju:niti
ond ap lifts pablik o weonos | 1if p1:pl or
‘edzukertid | 'der kon ando 'stend deo 'dju:tiz
ond raits [in 'o:do tu Ap lift "hju:mon so’saiati
| 1:t) Jod b1 ‘keipabl tu Ando 'steend A0z |



