
STRONG VS. WEAK FORMS IN ENGLISH 

 WEAK FORM STRONG FORM 

PRONOUNS   

I /aɪ/ - */ʌ/ /aɪ/ 

You /ju/ - /jə/ /juː/ 

Me /mi/ /miː/ 

He /hi/ - /i/ /hiː/ 

She /ʃi/ /ʃiː/ 

Him /ɪm/ /hɪm/ 

Her /hə(r)/ - /ɜː(r)/ - /ə(r)/ /hɜː(r)/ 

We  /wi/ /wiː/ 

Us /əs/ /ʌs/ 

Them /ðəm/ /ðem/ 

MODAL VERBS 

Can /kən/ /kæn/ 

Could /kəd/ /kʊd/ 

Shall /ʃəl/ /ʃæl/ 

Should /ʃəd/ /ʃʊd/ 

*Will /wɪl/  

Would /wəd/ - /əd/ /wʊd/ 

Must /məst/ /mʌst/ 

*May /meɪ/  

*Might /maɪt/  

Determiners   

*Each /iːtʃ/  

*Few /fjuː/  

Some /səm/ /sʌm/ 

*Many /ˈmeni/  

*Several /ˈsevrəl/  

*Much /mʌtʃ/  

*Any /ˈeni/  

*Most /məʊst/  

PREPOSITIONS   

Above  /əˈbʌv/  

Across   /əˈkrɒs/ - /əˈkrɔːs/  

Against   /əˈɡenst/ - /əˈɡeɪnst/  



Along /əˈlɒŋ/  

Among  /əˈmʌŋ/  

Around   /əˈraʊnd/  

At  /ət/ /æt/ 

Before  /bɪˈfɔː(r)/  

Behind   /bɪˈhaɪnd/  

Below  /bɪˈləʊ/  

Beneath   /bɪˈniːθ/  

Beside  /bɪˈsaɪd/  

Between   /bɪˈtwiːn/  

By  /baɪ/  

Down   /daʊn/  

From   /frəm/ /frɒm/ 

In  /ɪn/  

Into  /ˈɪntə/ - /ˈɪntu/ /ˈɪntuː/ 

Near   /nɪə(r)/  

Of  /əv/ /ɒv/ 

Off   /ɒf/ - /ɔːf/  

On   /ɒn/ - /ɑːn/  

To  /tə/ - /tu/ /tuː/ 

Toward /təˈwɔːdz/  

Under   /ˈʌndə(r)/  

Upon  /əˈpɒn/  

With /wɪð/   

Within  /wɪˈðɪn/  

 


