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The title : Legislative power in Algerian political system

1- The Legislative Power (Parliament) :

The legislative power in Algeria is exercised by a parliament, consisting
of two chambers, the People's National Assembly and the Council of
Nation. The Parliament is sovereign to elaborate and vote on the law.
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a- The People's National Assembly composition:

The People's National Assembly is elected for a period of five (5) years. Its members
of the People's National Assembly ar e elected by means of a universal direct and secret
suffrage. The members of the People's National Assembly are elected by universal, free,
direct, and secret suffrage, according to the modalities and conditions determined by the
Electoral Law. Candidates must be at least twenty-eight years old, Algerian by birth or
naturalised for at least five years. Independent candidates must have collected at least
400 voter signatures to be eligible. Both men and women are eligible to run.The
President of the People's Assembly is elected for the term of the legislative body.

Members of the Parliament call upon the Government on a topical issue. Answers to
written questions should be in written form within a maximum time limit of thirty (30)



days. Answers to oral questions are given in session. If one of the two chambers
considers that oral or written answers of a member of the Government justifies a
debate, the latter is opened in accordance with the conditions provided for by the rules
of procedure of People's National Assembly and the Council of Nation.

In debating the general policy declaration, the People's National Assembly may raise
a claime on the Government through voting a motion of censure. Such a motion is
admissible only if it was signed by, at least, one-seventh (1/7) of the number of
deputies. The motion of censure should be approved by the majority of two-thirds (2/3)
of the deputies. The vote occurs only three days after the motion of censure is brought
in. If the motion of censure is adopted by the People’s National Assembly, the Head
of Government submits the resignation of his Government to the President of the
Republic.
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b-The Council of Nation composition :

The Council of Nation is composed of senators whose number shall not exceed the
half, to the utmost, of the members of the People's National Assembly. The mandate



of the Council of Nation is limited to six (6) years. Half the members of the Council
of Nation are renewed every three (3) years.

The members of the Council of Nation are designated as follows: two-thirds (2/3) of
the members of the Council of Nation are elected by means of indirect and secret
suffrage among and by the members of the People’'s Communal Assemblies and the
People's Wilaya Assembly; one-third (1/3) of the members of the Council of Nation
are designated by the President of the Republic from among the national personalities
and qualified persons in the scientific, cultural, professional, economic and social
fields. The President of the Council of Nation is elected after each partial renewal of
the members of the Council.
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c-The Parliament meeting period :

The Parliament meets in two ordinary sessions a year, each lasting a minimum period
of four (04) months. The Parliament may hold a meeting in an extraordinary session
on the initiative of the President of the Republic. Also, the President of the Republic
can hold a meeting of the Parliament on a request made by the Head of Government
or by the two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the People's National Assembly. The
closure of the extraordinary session comes after the Parliament has exhausted the
agenda for which it was convened.

The term of the legislative body begins de jure on the tenth day following the date of
the election of the People’s National Assembly, under the chairmanship of the oldest
member assisted by the two youngest deputes.

U §lazs) rid

Ll sde ot gl o SV e ypf (04) asy] Logio SS 5uko cAiwd] § pivsle (nisgs § o] otz
ity o il e flo o) glais] wde & ppper)] utis) Koy LoS 4 poper)] uldy (po Bpoless Lole pné



il ulmo sliiivl ey Zliliaw] § 9.0l plizs ] ilg bsll oaid] gulzl] cliael (3/2) b (oo 5T dogSa)!
o] kil | lii] oy o pslad) ppil) § LaSn dussdill] Qi) 5o et hn] o ctdini! gl Jlas¥) Jootr
Logili ybpol digley liw s Laed) ST duwliyy ibogl

d-Parliamentary immunity :

Parliamentary immunity is recognized to deputies and members of the Council of
Nation during the period of their mandate. No member of People's National Assembly
or the Council of Nation can be arrested or prosecuted for the duration of his mandate
for a crime or misdemeanor as long as the People’s National Assembly or the Council
of Nation which decides by the majority of its members to lift the immunity has not
lifted the immunity which covers him. However, in the event of flagrant offence, arrest
procedure is permitted, in such a case, the People's National Assembly or the Council
of Nation has to be informed without delay.

The Parliament legislates in the fields which the Constitution allots to them,
including:

. rights and fundamental duties of the people, in particular the mode of public
freedoms and obligations of the citizens;

. general rules relating to personal statutes and family law, and in particular to
marriage, divorce, capacity and successions;

. the basic legislation concerning nationality;
« rules relating to the legal organization and the creation of jurisdictions;

« general rules of criminal law and the penal procedure; and in particular
determination of the crimes and offences, institution of the corresponding
sorrows of any nature, amnesty, extradition and the penitentiary mode;

« general rules of the civil procedure

« the mode of the civil, commercial obligations and of property;
« adoption of the national plan;

. the vote of the State budget;

« creation, the rate and collection of taxes;

« the customs system;



. the payment of emission of the currency and the mode of the banks, the credit
and insurances;

« general rules relating to teaching and scientific research;
« general rules relating to the public health and the population;

. general rules relating to labour law, social security, and the exercise of the
commercial law;

. general rules relating to the environment, the framework of life and regional
planning.

The organic law is adopted by the absolute majority of the deputies and by three-
quarters of the members of the Senate (the Council of the Nation). It is subject to the
control of conformity by the Constitutional Council before its promulgation.

The mandate of the Parliament can be prolonged in exceptionally serious cases,
preventing the normal course of the elections. The Parliament sits in two ordinary
sessions per annum, each of one four months minimal duration. The Parliament can
be joined together in an extraordinary session on the initiative of the President of the
Republic.
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e-The National Assembly :

The members of the House of Commons are elected by direct and secret vote. The
initiative of the laws belongs jointly to the prime minister and to the deputies.

The National Assembly is elected for one five year period. The President of the
Republic can decide, after consultation with the President of the National Assembly,
the President of the Council of the Nation (Senate) and the prime minister, to dissolve
the National Assembly or anticipated legislative elections. The law is promulgated by
the President of the Republic within thirty days from the date of its handing-over.

The parliamentary privilege is recognized with the deputies throughout their
mandate. They cannot be the subject of continuations, arrest, or in general to any civil


http://www.apn-dz.org/apn/french/index.htm

proceeding, penal action or pressure because of the opinions that they expressed, the
remarks which they made or the votes that have made in the exercise of their mandate.
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f-The Council of the Nation ""'majliss el ouma'" (Senate) :

The members of the Senate are elected by a two-thirds majority, in secret, by the
municipal elected officials and the departmental assemblies. One-third of the senators
are indicated by the President of the Republic from among the national personalities
and competencies in science, cultural, professional, economic and social fields.

The number of the senators is equal to half, at most, of the members of the House of
Commons (APN). Their mandate is fixed at six years and half of its members are
subject to elections every three years. The parliamentary privilege is recognized with
the senators throughout their mandate. They cannot be the subject of continuations,
arrest, or in general to any civil proceeding, penal action or pressure because of the
opinions that they expressed, the remarks which they made or the votes that they have
made in the exercise of their mandate.
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