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Topic 2

The title : The characteristics of human rights
In the international law

1- Definition of the human rights :

For decades states' sovereignty veil seemed to be impenetrable until
international and regional human rights law acquired global acceptance
with unprecedented speed. The emergence of international human rights
law however altered the sanctity of state sovereignty and imposed certain
international obligations upon states to respect, protect and fulfil the
human rights of all individuals within their territory. International human
rights law moreover established “soft” (complaint procedure under the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights) enforcement
mechanisms and regional human rights law went a step further,
establishing a hard enforcement mechanism of a human rights court with
the capacity to give legally binding judgements on whether or not a state
has violated the European Human Rights Convention.

Human rights are the basic rights that belong to every person in the

world, from birth until death. They apply regardless of where you are from,



what you believe or how you choose to live your life. They can never be
taken away, although they can sometimes be restricted : for example if a
person breaks the law, or in the interests of national security. These basic
rights are based on shared values like dignity, fairness, equality, respect

and independence. These values are defined and protected by law.
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2-The characteristics of human rights :
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a-The conjunction: Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings,
whatever is their nationality, place of residence, gender, national or ethnic
origin, colour, religion, language, or any other status, without
discrimination. These rights are all interrelated, independent and
indivisible.
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b-The Universality : Universal human rights are often expressed and

guaranteed by law, in the forms of treaties, customary international law,



general principles and other sources of international law. International
human rights law lays down obligations of governments to act in certain
ways or to refrain from certain acts, in order to promote and protect human
rights and fundamental freedoms of individuals groups.
The principle of universality of human rights is the cornerstone of
international human rights law. This principle, as first emphasized the
Universal Declaration on human rights in 1948, has been reiterated in
numerous international human rights conventions, declarations, and
resolutions.
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c-Inalienability : Refers to rights that belong to every person and cannot be
taken from a person under any circumstances.
Human rights are inaleinable, they should not be taken away, except in
specific situations and according to due process. Example : the rights to
liberty may be restricted if a person is found guilty of a crime by a court of

law. The main duties deriving from human rights fall on states and their

authorities or agents, not on individuals.
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D-Indivisibility : A person cannot be denied a right because someone decides
it is. Human rights are indivisible whether they are civil and political rights,
such as the right to life, equality before the law and freedom of expression,
economic, social and cultural rights, such as the rights to work, social
security and education, collective rights, such as the right facilitates
advancement of the others. Likewise, the deprivation of one right adversely
affect the others.
AW e plud¥l Godmd (lld Hyd) L Uakd ¥ L poded o 8] oSeo ¥ sdsjemtll &blall aue-s
il Ay O3l alel Bloludly Blesdl G 3adl Jio cAswliwwy dgin Bgdo il g Aijamill
Ssdxlly cpelaily (Flaix¥l pleally Joall Ggi> Jin Ablatlly deloindly Lolmidd| edzlly
e bl S35 uly 3> (e Olayadl 0L (Jillg a3l puds Jied 3 321 Jie (Bgdad! e loz]!
63! Bgdxnl
E-Interdependent : Refers to the complimentary framework of human rights
law. For example, your ability to participate in your government is directly

affected by your right to express yourself, to get an education, and even to

obtain the necessities of life.
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F-Inherent : Human rights are commonly understood as being those rights

which are inherent in the fact of being human.
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Notes : <itbiadle

One important implication of these characteristics is that human rights
must themselves be protected by law (‘the rule of law’). Furthermore, any
disputes about these rights should be submitted for adjudication through a
competent, impartial and independent tribunal, applying procedures which
ensure full equality and fairness to all the parties, and determining the
question in accordance with clear, specific and pre-existing laws, known to
the public and openly declared.
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Impose=ua 4

Obligations= e &/

Enforcement mechanisms = JLd7y/ <t/
Binding judgements=<4q_ils alsa/

Belong to every person= gl S I il

Restricted= e



Shared values=48 sida aid
Dignity=<a/ss

Fairness=«ita’iy/
Conjunction=g/Ldl- a 6
Inhernt=4wlis

Gender=g«a £+

Ethnic=,4

Religion= e g/ o
Discrimination=_gxad

Freedom of expression=_ssei/ <, a
Interrelated= lg-iv Lasd 4ha/ ia
Independent= it
Indivisible= 4 jailf {Ltd &
Universality=4walte

Fundamental freedoms= sl ity o
Inalienability=d saill TLLEY ase
Guilty of a crime=4e sy ¢l

Indivisibility= 4 aill Jld ué



Deny= <&

Collective rights=4eles (44ds

Deprivation of a right= (¢ gla
Interdependent= Mo JLaic/

Impartial tribunal=4wba _ué g 5 jlais Lasas
Independent tribunal=4ikwe Lasas
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