
Waqf; Endowment 

Endowment is the withholding money from the possession of any person 

by means of perpetuation and charity.

"Ahbās" (endowment funds) are properties whose owners dedicated to 

charity. They include fixed assets, such as real-estate and farms, and 

movable assets which endure after being used, such as tools and 

machines. 

"Ahbās" are divided into two categories: 

1. Public: which are placed under state control, such as mosques, 

graveyards, etc. 

2. Private: whose beneficiaries are individuals, such as a house whose 

owner designates as an endowment for his children and grandchildren and 

so forth. Some scholars call this type "ahbās mu‘aqqabah" (successive 

endowments).  

The donor may retain the benefit of the endowment for the duration of his 

life, provided that the end of the endowment after that is to the concerned 

party.
 


