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[ How to Choose a Research Topic

(\'ﬂu now have a viable research tDDTL\

however, having a research topic is
<‘IES\ Have you chosen a topic? not the same thing as having a
research question that can guide and
focus your research as well as address
arelevant problem. The next stepin
the research process is to formulate a
\ research question from your topic. )
A
w
/ The first step to finding a research \
N\ /S question is finding a topic which is
v interesting to you. Having a viable project

Have you found a means that it should not be too general or
ic that interests \ narrow and for which you have access to
topic tha I? data. You can speak to professors, |

you: research librarians, or browse the web.
You might also pick up a recent journal in
your discipline and flip through it for

ideas. _/

accessible to you
given your fime
limits?

<

Is your topic too . Do you have
general? (e.g. the Iss!_.rou_rﬁl:?p; too 7 N\ enough data
history of the U.5. mﬁ's r h-z—in ( no J 3 (images, primary
presidency or the 5 L - 11 sources, statistics,
. N Morpeth, England
politics of no . etc) to make your
. ( }‘ during July 1732} o
globalization) project viable?
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It can be difficult to know where to begin when writing a thesis or dissertation, but there are

some simple steps you can take.

The research process frequently begins with a broad idea for a topic about which you'd like to
learn more. You conduct preliminary research in order to identify a problem. After you've



refined your research questions, you can lay the groundwork for your research design, which will
lead to a proposal outlining your ideas and plans.

Steps to Refining a Research Topic

Use these strategies to come up with a research topic

1. Background Reading (For an overview of the

topic, this will help vou realize the scope)

Narrow/Adapt Topic (Is there enough

information on your topic? Too little?)

Retrospective Research (Explore the topic in-

depth, for a historical perspective)

4. Contemporary Research (Look at current
issues)
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S8 QUICKTIPS TOCREATE
A GREAT RESEARCH PAPERTITLE
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A title is to a research paper what a headline is to a news article!
Here are some tips on writing a great title for vour research paper

“Werite the title after o

wou finish writing
Wour paper

—€)

Ensure that the title
ism't too long or too
shart

Keep itclear. concise,
and attractive

—o—

Use key words and
phrases from your
paper

—oi

Check whether the
title reflects the tone
of your paper

—97

Ensure that yvour paper
delivers whart the title
promises

Ensure that the title

indicates exactly what
wour research is about

—07

Avoid using acronyrms,
abbreviations, and

jargon
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