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PLYMOUTH BAY AND MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONIES 

1. Establishment of the Plymouth Bay Colony (1620) 

 The Plymouth Bay Colony, also known as Plymouth Colony, was one of the earliest 

English colonies established in North America. It was founded in 1620 by a group of English 

Separatists, later known as the Pilgrims, who were dissatisfied and sought religious freedom 

from the Church of England (the Anglican Church).  

 The Plymouth Bay Colony was founded by a group of Separatists who had originally 

fled religious persecution in England and settled in the Dutch Republic. Seeking a more 

permanent refuge where they could practice their faith freely, they obtained a land patent from 

the Virginia Company to settle in the northern part of the company's territory. 

 On September 16, 1620, the Pilgrims set sail aboard the Mayflower from Plymouth, 

England, bound for the New World.  

 The Pilgrims established their settlement, known as Plymouth Colony, and signed the 

Mayflower Compact, which was a governing document that established a form of self-

government and a framework for laws and order within the colony. 

 The early years of Plymouth Colony were marked by hardship, including harsh 

winters, disease, and food shortages. Nearly half of the original settlers perished during the 

first winter. Despite these challenges, the colony survived with the help of assistance from 

neighboring Native American tribes, particularly the Wampanoag, whose leader, Massasoit, 

formed a treaty of mutual aid and cooperation with the Pilgrims. 

 The introduction of maize (corn) cultivation and agricultural techniques taught by the 

Native Americans helped improve food security and contributed to the colony's growth. Over 

the next few years, additional settlers arrived from England, and the colony expanded as new 

towns and settlements were established in the surrounding areas. 

2. Integration with Massachusetts Bay Colony (1691) 

 In 1691, Plymouth Colony was merged with the neighboring Massachusetts Bay 

Colony to form the Province of Massachusetts Bay. This union was part of a broader 

reorganization of the New England colonies by the British Crown. The merger resulted in the 

consolidation of political and administrative authority under the Massachusetts Bay Colony's 

government, although Plymouth's distinct cultural and historical legacy persisted. 

3. Establishment of the Massachusetts Bay Colony (1630) 

 The Great Migration of Puritans refers to a significant period of migration from 

England to the New World, particularly to the Massachusetts Bay Colony, by Puritans 

seeking religious freedom and the opportunity to establish a society based on their beliefs. 

This migration occurred primarily during the 1630s and early 1640s.  



 The term "Puritans" refers to a group of English Calvinist Protestants who sought to 

"purify" the Church of England from what they perceived as remnants of Catholicism and 

corruption. They emphasized hard work, personal piety, simplicity in worship, and strict 

adherence to biblical teachings. 

 By the early 17th century, tensions between Puritans and the Church of England led to 

persecution and restrictions on Puritan practices. Many Puritans faced harassment, 

imprisonment, and fines for their beliefs. They therefore sought a new home where they could 

freely practice their faith and establish a "city upon a hill," a model Christian community 

based on their religious ideals. 

 The Massachusetts Bay Colony was therefore established in 1629 by the 

Massachusetts Bay Company, a group of Puritan merchants and investors led by John 

Winthrop. In 1630, a fleet of ships departed from England carrying approximately 1,000 

Puritan settlers, including men, women, and children. This marked the beginning of the Great 

Migration. The Puritan settlers arrived in the New World and established settlements such as 

Boston, Salem, and Cambridge, laying the foundation for what would become the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

5. Expansion and Growth the Massachusetts Bay Colony 

 The Great Migration continued throughout the 1630s and early 1640s, with thousands 

of additional Puritans immigrating to Massachusetts. The influx of settlers contributed to the 

rapid growth and expansion of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. New towns and 

settlements were established, and the colony's population increased significantly. Puritan 

communities in Massachusetts Bay Colony established churches, schools, and local 

governments based on their religious principles. They emphasized education, community 

cohesion, and moral discipline. 

 The Great Migration of Puritans had a profound impact on the development of New 

England and American society. Puritan ideals of religious freedom, democratic 

governance, and individual responsibility helped shape the cultural and political 

landscape of the region. 

 The legacy of the Puritans is reflected in institutions such as Harvard University 

(founded in 1636 to train Puritan ministers) and in the enduring influence of Puritan values 

on American identity and culture. 
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