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This course aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of conditional 

sentences, including their structure, usage, and various types. Conditional sentences 

are essential in expressing hypothetical situations, possibilities, and consequences. 

Mastery of this grammatical structure enhances communication skills and enables 

learners to convey complex ideas effectively. 

Introduction  
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• Understand the basic structure of conditional sentences. 

• Distinguish between different types of conditional sentences (zero, first, second, 

third, mixed conditionals). 

•  Grasp the usage of conditional sentences in various contexts. 

Course Objectives 
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Conditional sentences, also known as "if-then" sentences, are structures in grammar 

used to express hypothetical situations, potential outcomes, or dependencies based 

on certain conditions being met. These sentences are crucial in conveying ideas 

about possibilities, consequences, and imagined scenarios. The significance of 

conditional sentences lies in their ability to articulate various levels of certainty, 

speculation, and causality in language. They enable speakers and writers to explore 

hypothetical situations and their potential results, adding depth and nuance to 

communication. 

Definition and Significance: 
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Conditional sentences consist of two main parts: the "if-clause" (also known as the 

conditional clause) and the "main clause" (also known as the consequence clause). 

The if-clause introduces the condition that must be satisfied for the main clause to 

occur. The main clause expresses the result or consequence of the condition being 

met. 

Example: 

• "If it rains (if-clause), we will stay indoors (main clause).“ 

• If-Clause: "If it rains" (condition) 

• Main Clause: "we will stay indoors" (consequence) 

In this example, the if-clause establishes the condition (rain), and the main clause 

indicates the consequence (staying indoors) that will occur if the condition is met. 

Basic Structure: If-Clause and Main Clause: 
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a. Zero Conditional: 

The zero conditional is used to express general truths, facts, or habitual actions. It 

indicates that the result will always happen when the condition is met. Both the 

condition and the result are in the present simple tense. 

Structure: 

If + present simple, present simple. 

Example: 

"If you heat water to 100 degrees Celsius, it boils." 

Types of Conditional Sentences 
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b. First Conditional:  

 

The first conditional is used to talk about future possibilities that are likely to 

happen. It suggests a real possibility or a future event based on a present condition. 

The if-clause is in the present simple tense, while the main clause uses 'will' or 

'going to' future tense. 

 

Structure: 

 

If + present simple, will + base form (or going to). 

 

Example: 

 

"If it rains tomorrow, I will stay at home." 

Types of Conditional Sentences 
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c. Second Conditional:  

 

The second conditional is used to talk about hypothetical or unreal situations in the 

present or future. It expresses events that are unlikely or contrary to reality. The if-

clause is in the past simple tense, and the main clause typically uses 'would' plus 

the base form of the verb. 

 

Structure: 

 

If + past simple, would + base form. 

 

Example: 

 

"If I won the competition, I would travel the world." 

Types of Conditional Sentences 
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d. Third Conditional:  

 

The third conditional is used to talk about hypothetical situations in the past that did 

not happen. It expresses regrets or unrealized possibilities. The if-clause is formed 

with the past perfect tense, and the main clause uses 'would have' plus the past 

participle. 

 

Structure: 

 

If + past perfect, would have + past participle. 

 

Example: 

 

"If she had studied harder, she would have passed the exam." 

Types of Conditional Sentences 
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e. Mixed Conditionals:  

 

Mixed conditionals combine elements of the second and third conditionals. They express 

unreal or hypothetical situations in the past with consequences in the present or future, or 

vice versa. The if-clause and the main clause have different tenses, depending on the time 

reference of the condition and its consequence. 

 

Structure: 

 

Varies depending on the combination of past and present tenses in the if-clause and main 

clause. 

 

Example: 

"If I had taken the earlier train (past unreal), I would be there by now (present result)." 

Types of Conditional Sentences 



S
L

ID
E

S
M

A
N

IA

.C
O

M
 

S
L

ID
E

S
M

A
N

IA

.C
O

M
 

N
O

T
E

S
 

T
O

 D
O

 
P

R
O

J
E

C
T

S
 

O
T

H
E

R
 

F
R

I 
T

H
U

 
W

E
D

 
T

U
E

 
M

O
N

 

READING WRITING 

LANGUAG

E MATH SCIENCE 

SOCIAL 

STUDIES 

WEEK 

OF: 

Usage of 

Conditional 

Sentences 



S
L

ID
E

S
M

A
N

IA

.C
O

M
 

S
L

ID
E

S
M

A
N

IA

.C
O

M
 

T
O

 D
O

 
P

R
O

J
E

C
T

S
 

O
T

H
E

R
 

N
O

T
E

S
 

Conditional sentences are versatile grammatical structures that are used to convey a wide 

range of meanings and scenarios. Understanding their usage is essential for effective 

communication in both spoken and written contexts. 

 

1. Expressing Real and Hypothetical Situations:  

 

Conditional sentences are commonly used to express both real and hypothetical 

situations. Real situations refer to events that are likely to happen or are based on factual 

information. Hypothetical situations, on the other hand, refer to imagined or unreal events. 

 

Example of Real Situation: 

"If you study hard, you will pass the exam." (First conditional - real possibility) 

 

Example of Hypothetical Situation: 

"If I were a millionaire, I would buy a yacht." (Second conditional - hypothetical situation) 

Usage of Conditional Sentences 
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2. Speculating about the Present, Past, and Future:  

 

Conditional sentences are used to speculate about events or outcomes in different time 

frames, including the present, past, and future. They allow speakers to discuss 

possibilities and potential consequences based on certain conditions. 

 

Example of Present Speculation: 

"If it is raining now, they won't be able to play outside." (First conditional - present 

speculation) 

 

Example of Past Speculation: 

"If she had called earlier, I would have answered." (Third conditional - past speculation) 

 

Example of Future Speculation: 

"If he doesn't leave soon, he will miss the bus." (First conditional - future speculation) 

Usage of Conditional Sentences 
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3. Conveying Possibilities, Predictions, and Consequences:  

 

Conditional sentences are effective for conveying possibilities, predictions, and 

consequences based on specific conditions. They enable speakers to discuss potential 

outcomes and their implications. 

 

Example of Conveying Possibilities: 

"If we leave now, we might catch the train." (First conditional - possibility) 

 

Example of Predictions: 

"If they win the match, they will advance to the finals." (First conditional - prediction) 

 

Example of Consequences: 

"If you don't water the plants, they will die." (First conditional - consequence) 

Usage of Conditional Sentences 
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Conditional sentences consist of two main components: the if-clause (conditional 

clause) and the main clause (consequence clause). Each component follows specific 

rules regarding sentence structure and formation, including the use of verb tenses and 

modal verbs. 

 

1. Formulating If-Clauses and Main Clauses: 

If-Clause (Conditional Clause): The if-clause introduces the condition that must be 

satisfied for the main clause to occur. It typically begins with the word "if" and contains a 

verb phrase indicating the condition. 

 

Structure: 

If + subject + verb (simple present, past, or perfect tense) + additional elements. 

 

Examples: 

"If it rains, we will stay indoors." (Simple present tense) 

"If she had studied harder, she would have passed the exam." (Past perfect tense) 

Conditional Sentence Structure  
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Main Clause (Consequence Clause): The main clause expresses the result or 

consequence of the condition stated in the if-clause. It follows the if-clause and often 

includes modal verbs or auxiliary verbs to convey the meaning accurately. 

 

Structure: 

Subject + modal verb (e.g., will, would, could, should, might) or auxiliary verb (e.g., 

be, have) + base form of the verb + additional elements. 

 

Examples: 

“If it rains, we will stay indoors." (Future tense) 

“If she had studied harder, she would have passed the exam." (Conditional perfect tense) 

Conditional Sentence Structure  
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2. Understanding Verb Tenses and Modal Verbs in Conditional Sentences: 

Verb Tenses: 

Different verb tenses are used in if-clauses and main clauses to indicate the timing and 

certainty of the condition and its consequence. 

Common verb tenses used in conditional sentences include the simple present, simple past, 

present perfect, past perfect, and future tense. 

Examples: 

● Simple Present Tense: If + simple present, main clause with will/can. + base form of the verb. 

● Simple Past Tense: If + simple past, main clause with would/could/should/might + base form of 

the verb. 

● Present Perfect Tense: If + present perfect, main clause with would/could/should/might + base 

form of the verb. 

● Past Perfect Tense: If + past perfect, main clause with would/could/should/might + have + past 

participle. 

Conditional Sentence Structure  
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Modal Verbs: 

 

Modal verbs convey various degrees of possibility, necessity, ability, or obligation in 

conditional sentences. 

Common modal verbs used in conditional sentences include will, would, could, should, 

might, and must. 

 

Examples: 

"If it rains tomorrow, we will stay at home." (Will indicates future possibility) 

"If I were you, I would study harder." (Would indicates hypothetical action) 

"If she could speak French, she might get the job." (Could and might indicate possibility) 

Conditional Sentence Structure  
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Read each scenario carefully, then choose the correct conditional sentence (zero, 

first, second, third, or mixed): 

 

1. Scenario: John forgot his umbrella, and now it's raining heavily.  

 

Options:  

a) If John forgets his umbrella, he will get wet.  

b) b) If John had taken his umbrella, he wouldn't be getting wet.  

c) c) If John forgets his umbrella, he would get wet.  

d) d) If John had taken his umbrella, he wouldn't get wet. 

 

Exercice:  
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Read each scenario carefully, then choose the correct conditional sentence (zero, 

first, second, third, or mixed): 

 

2. Scenario: Sarah always studies hard for her exams, so she usually gets good 

grades. 

 

Options: 

a) If Sarah studies hard, she usually gets good grades. 

b) If Sarah studied hard, she usually got good grades. 

c) If Sarah had studied hard, she usually would get good grades. 

d) If Sarah studies hard, she usually will get good grades. 

Exercice:  
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Read each scenario carefully, then choose the correct conditional sentence (zero, 

first, second, third, or mixed): 

 

3. Scenario: I'm feeling tired, and it's already midnight. 

 

Options: 

a) If it is already midnight, I will be feeling tired. 

b) If it were already midnight, I would be feeling tired. 

c) If it is already midnight, I would feel tired. 

d) If it was already midnight, I would be feeling tired. 

Exercice:  
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Read each scenario carefully, then choose the correct conditional sentence (zero, 

first, second, third, or mixed): 

 

4. Scenario: Lisa forgot her keys at home, and now she can't open the door. 

 

Options: 

a) If Lisa forgets her keys, she can't open the door. 

b) If Lisa had forgotten her keys, she couldn't open the door. 

c) If Lisa forgot her keys, she couldn't open the door. 

d) If Lisa forgets her keys, she couldn't open the door. 

Exercice:  
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Read each scenario carefully, then choose the correct conditional sentence (zero, 

first, second, third, or mixed): 

 

5. Scenario: Tom has an important meeting tomorrow, but he's feeling unwell today. 

 

Options: 

a) If Tom has an important meeting tomorrow, he will feel unwell today. 

b) If Tom had an important meeting tomorrow, he would feel unwell today. 

c) If Tom has an important meeting tomorrow, he would feel unwell today. 

d) If Tom has an important meeting tomorrow, he would have felt unwell today. 

Exercice:  
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1. b) If John had taken his umbrella, he wouldn't be getting wet. (Third conditional) 

2. a) If Sarah studies hard, she usually gets good grades. (Zero conditional) 

3. d) If it was already midnight, I would be feeling tired. (Second conditional) 

4. c) If Lisa forgot her keys, she couldn't open the door. (Second conditional) 

5. d) "If Tom has an important meeting tomorrow, he would have felt unwell today." 

(Mixed conditional) 

 

Answers:  
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Thank you!  
Do you have any questions? 


